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GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE, 


4 Ee > O 


i EXEOUTIVE OFFICE, 
Jackson, Miss., January 6,1880. 


Gentlmen of the Senate, and House of Representatives: 


I cordially welcome you as a co-ordinate branch of the 
State government, to that participation in its affairs which 
the Constitution devolves upon you as representatives of 
the people. A great and sacred trust has been com- 
mitted to your hands to be administered for the welfare 
of the entire State, without regard to section, class, or 
party affiliation, I sincerely trust that your delibera- 
tions will be characterized by wisdom, peace and har- 
mony, and, earnestly invoking the guidance and assistance 
of Almighty God, that the result of your labors will be 
such as to entitle you to His blessings, and to the grati- 
tude of the people you represent. 

The year succeeding the adjournment of the last Legis- 
lature was attended by disasters unparalleled in the an- 
nals of Mississippi. A terrible epidemic, more malignant 
in its character, and more fatal than ever before known, in. 
invaded many sections of the State, spreading death, devas- 
tation and gloom wherever it went. Thousands of our fel- 
low citizens fell victims to the dreadful: scourge, and in 
numerous instances whole families were borne away, as it 
were, to a common grave. Many of our most honored 
citizens are numbered among the dead. For many. months 
the whole State was a melancholy scene of suffering, des- 
olation and mourning. But in the midst of their distress 
the charitable world, with unstinted hand, ministered to 
the relief of our suffering people. From the cities, towns 
and villages, North, East, West and South, large sums of 
money and many needed supplies,were forwarded to our re- 
lief associations; and several large donations were receiv- 
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ed from foreign countries. The different Masonic bodies, 
Odd Fellows anid other benevolent institutions throughout 
the country, were most conspicuous and ‘liberal in their 
deeds of charity; and I was advised of no instance in 
which the sick suffered for want of money or supplies 
after their necessities were made known, and they could 
be reached by any means of transportation. 

The relief thus contributed was transported and iste: 
buted by railroad, express, and steamboat companies, free 
of charge; and all correspondence for purposes of relief, 
or appertaining thereto, was transmitted by telegraph 
companies upon the same terms. Such generosity on the 
part of the people everywhere, and the valuable services 
rendered by the transportation and telegraph companies, 
claim recognition from the representatives of those who 
were the beneficiaries of their munificent bounties. 

A partial failure of the cotton crop in portions of the 
State, and the unremunerative prices received for it, 
created a feeling of discontent among plantation laborers, 
which, together with other extraneous influences, caused 
some ‘to ‘abandon their crops in the spring to seek 
homes in the West. Fora time the planting interest in 
the Mississippi valley was scriously threatened; but the 
excitement soon subsided and the supply of labor contin- 
ued about equal to the demand. 

During the year just closed, the people, with the ex- 
ception of those of two or three small villages, have been 
favored with unusually good health; and a fair yield of 
the crop, together with the satisfactory price received for 
it, has, in a great measure, allayed:the apprehensions felt 
on account of the threatened disorganization of the labor 
system. The trade and industries of the State have 
greatly revived, and there are unmistakable evidences of 
returning prosperity. At no time since the close of the 
war has so general a spirit of.contentment prevailed 
among all classes of our citizens, and all seem to look 
forward with confidence to a bright and happy future. 

With a few exceptions, peace and order have prevailed 
during the last two years; and the laws: for the 
punishment of crime have, as a rule, been prompt- 
iy, vigorously and successfully administered. I de- 
sire to bear testimony to the faithfulness with 
” which the Judges, District Attorneys, and other officers: 
charged with the administration of the criminal laws 
have performed their duties. Too much cannot be said 
in their commendation. 
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The political canvass through which we have recently 
passed was an exciting one, but so far as I am informed 
the election was peaceable; no serious disturbance’ hav- 
ing occurred anywhere within the State. 

It will devolve upon you as the first Legislature since 
the. adoption of the Constitutional amendment providing 
for biennial sessions, to adjust the laws regulating the 
various departments of the State government to the 
changed order of things. All existinglaws were enacted 
with a view to annual sessions of the Legislature, and the 
required changes must be apparent. Many annualreports . 
now required by law, may be dispensed wiih, thereby 
lessening the expenses, and tending to simpliiyv the oper- 
ations of the departments. 

.In performing the duty assigned me by the Constitu- 
tion to give you information of the state of the govern- 
ment, and to recommend for your consideration such 
measures as I may deem necessåry and expedient, I need 
make but few recommendations in reference to the gen- 
eral laws of the State, further than to commend to your 
careful consideration the various changes proposed in the 
new Code, which, it is believed, comprises all the general 
legislation now required, 

By an Act of the last Legislature Hon. J. A. P. Camp- 
bell was authorized to revise and codify all the laws of 
the State of a general nature, and required to submit the 
same to the Legislature, at its regular session in 1880. In 
accordance with said Act, Judge Campbell has been dili- 
gently engaged in performing the work assigned him, and 
is now ready to submit the result of his arduous labors to 
your honorable bodies. No specific manner having been 
provided for submitting the draft Code to the Legislature, it 
has been deposited in ‘this office to be transmitted to you 
at such time, and in such manner, as you may direct. 

The Code has been prepared with great care with a 
view of perfecting the laws so as to meet the wants of all 
classes; and the eminent ability and large experience of 
the distinguished jurist who has made the revision, and 
the zeal with which he has devoted himself to the task,- 
render it quite certain that the work, as it comes from his 
hands, is as nearly perfect as it can be made. I trust. 
that all amendments proposed to the work will be care- 
fully scrutinized, and not adopted without mature con-’ 
sideration. : 

The modification of the registration and election laws, 
dispensing with their complex machinery by abolishing 
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State and County Boards of Registration as now consti- 
tuted, seems to me a wise and economical provision. The 
requirements of the Constitution will be met, the regis- 
tration and election as complete and satisfactory, and at 
much less expense. The system recommended is believ- 
ed to be the simplest and least expensive that can be 
adopted to conform to the constitutional demand.. 

The amendment of the law in relation to public officers 
and their duties which continues a deputy in office after 
the death of his principal, seems to be just, since the 
deputy was accredited to the public by the officer in his 
life time. It will in many instances prevent interrup- 
tions in the duties of i ofñces, and promote the 
_ publie welfare. 

The Revenue law is made plain, harmonious, and sim- 
ple. The provision for the assessment of persons and 
property which escaped taxation in former years; and 
for the sale for taxes of lands not sold, from any cause, at 
the time fixed for the regular sale for taxes, is an impor- 
tant and much needed improvement; and that in relation 
to the tax on privileges, seems equitable and just. If 
the principle of imposing a tax on privileges be correct, 
the amount of tax should be regulated by the extent of 
the business, and the amount of capital employed. 

The simple and easy mode proposed for the enrollment 
and organization of the militia cannot fail to commend 
itself to your judgment. 

The amendments to the laws in relation to the Courts, 
from Justices of the Peace to the Supreme Court, are in- 
tended to perfect their machinery; to make definite and 
certain some things now open to discussion; to make uni- 
form some matters of practice now. variant; to cheapen , 
litigation and secure its results to the party in the right; 
to ala ge the control of the Chancery Court; and to in- 
crease the efliciency of its administration of the affairs of 
decedents and minors, and persons of unsound mind. 

The familiarity of "Judge Campbell with the Courts ` 
qualifies him, in an eminent degree, to perfect the laws 
for their government and his recommendations will, I 
doubt not, “commend themselves to your approval. 

I earnestly recommend the change proposed to the law 
„in relation to the deposits by foreign. insurance compa- 
nies; and further recommend that you consider the pro- 
priety of requiring all foreign insurance companies now 
doing business in the State, to withdraw their deposits, 


and replace them with United States bonds. Most of the 
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companies would prefer holding United States securities, 
and the amount of interest on the deposits would be 
saved to the State. 

-Ihe proposition to.emancipate married women from all 
disability in dealing with their own separate property, 
' seems to be a proper consummation of our past legisla- 
tion on this matter, and ought to be adopted. 

The amendments to the laws in relation to liens, are 
wise and well considered. That provision which author- 
izes a lien on the growing crop, or crop tobe grown, has 
tended greatly to impoverish the mass of the people, and 
-I believe they demand its repeal. 

The system proposed by which the standard of juries is 
to be raised, will remove from the jury box the profes- 
sional járor, ‘and admit a worthy and intelligent class now 
excluded. A reform in our jury system is a necessity 
long and seriously felt, and it is believed that this wilk 
fully meet the demand, and tend greatly to promote the 
ends of justice. In this connection I desire to repeat a 
recommendation made in in my Annual Message to the 
Legislature of of 1878, still believing the cause of jus- 
tice will be promoted by giving the State the power to 
change the venue in criminal cases, in the manner con- 
templated by the Constitution. 

A eareful inquiry into the various alterations proposed 
to the laws, convinces me that they are calculated to 
promote right, prevent wrong ,advance justice, and secure 
the attainment of the best results from the machinery of 
organized society. I cordially commend the whole work 
to your careful and favorable consideration. 

The best and most expeditious means of considering 
the Code is a subject of the utmost importance, and 
should, at once, command your serious attention. My 
own experience in matters of general legislation suggests 
the wisdom of,raising a joint committee to which the 
Code shall be delivered, and to which the whole subject 
shall be committed for ‘investigation and report. I respect- 
fully recommend the adoption of this course, and that 
Judge Campbell be authorized and requested to appear 
before the Committee at any and all times for the pur- 
pose of explaining any difference that may arise; and if 
the committee agree, that its reports be adopted without 
discussion. 

In considering the Code of 1871, it was taken up chap- 
ter by chapter, and referred to the respective committees 
of each house, as in the case of other bills. This course 
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elicited much discussion, resulted in numerous unwhole- 
some and incongruous amendments to the laws, and pro- 
longed the session to four months and ten days duration. 

The Legislature of 1856, appointed a joint committee 
consisting of nine on the part of the House of Representa- 
tives, and five on the part of the Senate, to which the Code 
was referred, and its consideration was made the standing 
order of the day, after 11 o’clock each day, until disposed 
of. The Legislature remained in session two months and 
five days, and having finished its labors adjourned. The 
resuit was the Revised Code of 1857. 

I am informed that a majority of the States in the 
Union, in revising their laws, have pursued the course 
here recommended, and with results much more satisfac- 
tory than in those States where a different mode of pro- 
cedure has been adopted. : 

I respectfully call your attention to the necessity of 
providing for a suitable index, and for the printing of the 
Code when completed. 


FINANCES. 


A. general summary from the books of the Auditor jot 
Public Accounts and the State Treasurer, presents a con- 
dition of the finances highly satisfactory, and shows the 
revenue of the last two years to have been amply suffi- 
cient to meet all demands upon the Treasury. 

The Treasuter’s report for 1878 furnishes the following 
exhibit : ae l 
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RECEIPTS. 
On Warrants......0..0.00-c cece ee nana teat ees $ 933,529 87 
On bonds issued... eay a du cates es koe eee ewe 387,150 00 
Total tecer pte. ee isan on ei odoeeas SEEE $1,270,679 87 
DISBURSEMENTS. 
Warrants paidsand canceled .f............00-- $ 720,079 45 
Bonds paid and canceled..........-....2.0000- 148,350 00 
Coupons paid and canceled........ Putai a... 26,688 00 
Emmett bank-tax paid back............. seats eae 230 23 
Total disbursements............ 0. cece ee eee 895,847 68 


Warrants outstanding Dec. 31,.1878............ 401,516 09 
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- For 1879.——RECEIPTS. 


On .warratits.... 0.2.02. eee eee eee eee ..$ 558,802 15- 
On bonds T EE <6 eeu saad E a ese 106,650 00 
Total 1eceipts.s. gives eek ates es cereeusesd $ 665,452 15 
l  - DISBURSEMENTS 
Warrants paid and canceled. .... anessan cenare $568,019 88 
Bonds paid and caneeled........... eid iter E Sorta 150,600 00 
Coupons paid and canceled..+..............0 008 39,568 00 
Certificates of indebtedness............-..++.06 1,432 CO 
Total disbursements bieedala de ce Manan $759,619 88 
Warrants outstanding December 31st, 1879...... $386,823 02 
INDEBTEDNESS OF THE STATE. 
Due Chickasaw School fund 6 ois aya ade ce rea $ 815,229 11 
Due interest on same........-... 02... eee eee ee 16,156 61 
Due common school fund............ 0.02.00 08s 817,646 46 
Warrants: outstanding............... ee eee 386,823 02 
Certificates of indebtedness outstanding........ 2,665 00 
Bonds due January Ist, 1880............0.2... 150,000 00 
~ Bonds due January 1, 1881....... Leseeeseeee 150,000 00 
Bonds due January Ist, 1882.... ............. 125,000 (00 
Bonds due January Ist, 1883.................. 100,000-00 
Bonds due January Ist, 1896 6... eee 227,150 00 
Interest on Bonds........ 2.20.0. cee eee eee 53,877 50 
Interest due on Insurance Deposits......... .. 16,306 24 
Railroad Tax distribntive............... Tea eens 17,891 79 


Common School Fund, distributive, about. w: : -- 120,000 00 


Total Indebtedness. .... a Aiea tee he die i aa 82, 998,745 7 


From the foregoing, the following deductions may 
be made, to show the actual amount of debt the 
State owes, and is required to pay: 
Chickasaw School Fund...................... ~- $815,229 11 
Common School Fund... ......,.......-. s... 817,646 46 
Warrants in the Treasury, owned by the State, 


and included in outstanding warrants........ 185,267 TT. 


Cash balance in the Treasury, Dec. 31, 1879.... 800,757 13 
| EESE AET $2,618,900 47 


Thus it will be seen that the actual indebtedness of the 


State, including the Agricultural Land Scrip Fund, ) 
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$227,150 00, in 5 per cent. bonds, due January 1896, is 
$379,485 26. 

This shows a decrease of the debt during the last two 
years, of about $220, 000 00. 

There are remaining in the Treasury, uncurrent worth- 
less funds, accumulated during the war, amounting to 
$795,986 48, and a counterfeit one hundred dollar note, 
received by ‘the present Treasurer from his predecessor. 
I respectfully recommend such legislation as will author- 
ize the Treasurer to cancel these amounts, and remove 
them from his books. 

‘I also recommend the passage of an Act to cancel the 
indebtedness of the State to the Common School Fund, 
which amounts to $817,646 43. This amount stands on 
the books to the credit of the Common School Fund, while 
no interest is paid upon it, and the Schools are supported 
by direct taxation. Since the constitutional amendment 
ot 1876, there can be no objection to the passage of such 
an Act. I further submit that it would be well to make 

some disposition of the Railroad warrants held by the 
State, and reported as outstanding. Should the foregoing 
items be expunged from the accounts of the Auditor and 
Treasurer, their books will show correctly the financial 
condition of the State. 

In May last, I received from the United States Tre easury 
Department, of the two per cent. fund, $2,405 92; and of 
the three per cent. fund, $3,608, 88, which I paid into the 
Treasury. Subsequently, a formal demand was made upon 
me by the Vicksburg and Meridian Railroad Company 
for the amount in the ‘Treasury to the credit of the two 
per cent.fund. This I declined, and the amounts remain 
in the Treasury, to. the credit of the respective funds. 

The attention of the Legislature has been repeatedly 
called to a large quantity of land on the roll of Tallahat- 
chie county, heid in trust by the State, on account of 
Levee District No. 1. Taxes are due on these lands since 
1874, and I recommend that some provision be made by 
which they may be sold, so as to divest the lien of the 
Levee Board,, and perfect the title to the State. This 
matter is fully explained by the Auditor in his report, to 
which [ invite your special attention. 

There is much complaint from some of the counties i in 
the levee districts, on account of oppressive taxation. 
The subject demands your attention, and if any relief can 
be afforded, [doubt not that the proper remedy will be 
applied. 
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For'the detailed operations of the Financial Department 
of the Government, I respectfully refer you to the repor ts 
of the Auditor of Public Accounts ‘and State Treasurer, 
which will be transmitted to you at an early day. 


COMMISSIONER OF SWAMP LANDS. 


_ The Commissioner of Swamp Lands has sold, since his 
last report, about ten thousand acres of land, under’ the . 
Act of February 1st, 1877, and has issued patents for 
about the same quantity, under the Act of 1852, as au- 
thorized by said Act of February 1st, 1877. 

From his report it will be seen that the United States 
Government has sold 59,640 acres of land, for which the 
State is entitled to indemnity, amounting to $52,515 00. 
The State is also entitled to about 80,000 acres‘in lieu of 
lands which the Government has permitted to be located ; 
and there are 387,259 acres confirmed to the State, for’ 
which no patent has been issued. 

I recommend that provision be made for sending an 
agent to Washington for the purpose of obtaining from 
the General Land Office, the patents, scrip, or money, due 
the State for swamp lands. 

The Commissioner is thoroughly acquainted with the 
business of his Department, and I commend to your favor- 
able attention the recommendations made in his report. 


REVENUE AGENT. 


For the transactions in the office of tha Revenue Agent, 
I respectfully refer you to the report of that officer. 


SECRETARY OF STATE. 


Hon. Kinloch Falconer, Secretary of State, died on the 
23d day of September, 1878. During the prevalence of 
the epidemic, the duties of the offive were faithfully per- 
formed by Mr. D. P. Porter ; and on the 15th of November, 
I appointed Henry ©. Myers for the unexpired term. He 
qualified on the 27th of November, and has discharged 
the duties of the office in a most satisfactory manner. 
His report will acquaint you with the details of the office. 


STATE LIBRARY. 


The State Library is in excellent condition, and has been 
admirably kept during the last two years. 


~ 
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The report of the Librarian will put you in possession 
of all necessary information relative to its details. - 


EDUCATION. 


I am gratified to be able tostate to you that our system 
of Public Education continues to meet with the approval 
of the great mass of the people. A lively interest is 
manifested in the cause of education, and there is a gen- 
eral disposition to maintain and improve the public schools. 
I commend the system to your fostering care, and it will 
afford me pleasure to co-operate with you in all propor 
measures for its advancement. 

I regret that a failure on the part of the Superintend- 
ent of “Public Education to receive, in time, reports from 
the different counties, renders it impossible to communi- 
cate to you the information I desire to give on this import- 
ant subject; but the Superintendent’s report will furnish 
all necessary details, and that ofliceris better acquainted 
with the workings of our school system, and its necessities, 
than any one else canbe. His report will be laid before 
you in due time, and I invite your careful attention to 
his suggestions and recommendations. 


UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI. 


The University, standing at the head of the educational 

institutions of the State, is still ina prosperons conditi 
During the year 1878, there were admitted 329 students: 
from January 1st to December 12, 1879, 422. There are 
now inthe University 354 students, as follows: Law 
Students, 18; Under Graduates, 354; and Post Graduates, 
2. The Faculty consists of a Chancellor, eight Professors, 
1‘Principal of High School, and 5 Tutors. With the pres- 
ent number of students, and the number likely to be 
present in the future, the teaching force must necessarily 
be increased, and some additional’ recitation rooms will 
be required. It seems quite certain that the wants of the 
Institution can not be met for the next two years without 
an increased appropriation. Some additional appropria- 
tions will also be required for the library, for the chemical 
and philosophical departments, and for additional build- 
ings and repairs. 
_ The Board of Trustees will meet ‘during the present 
month, to make known to you the necessities of the Uni- 
versity, and I ask, at your hands, a careful and favorable 
consideration of the same. 
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AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE. 


This Institution was established by an Act of the Legis- 
lature, approved February 2th, 1878. The Board of 
Trustees having been appointed as required by Section 3 
of the Act, organized and proceeded to procure a site.for 
the location of the College, as contemplated by Section 
12; but the operations of the Board were interrupted by 
the appearance of yellow fever in the State, and the loca- 
- tion was not made until the following winter. The Col- 
lege having been located at Starkville, in Oktibbeha coun- 
ty, the Board of Trustees selected a site for the buildings, 
and purchased three hundred and fifty acres of land, at a 
cost of $2,450 00. An architect was employed, plans and 
specifications drawn, and sealed proposals for the erection 
of the building invited. The contract was awarded to 
Mr. ©. M. Rubush, of Vaiden, Mississippi, and he com- 
menced the work in the latter part of July, 1879. The 
building, which is now almost complete, is large and com- 
modious, comprising all the improvements of ‘modern ar- 
chitecture, and when finished will cost something over 
$16,000 00. Under the supervision of the able and expe- 
rienced architect, Mr. Alfred Zucker, of the firm of Moser 
& Zucker, of Vicksbur g, the contractor has faithfully per- 
formed his work, and the building is believed to be, by 
far, the best ever erected in the State, for that amount. 

Donations from the citizens of Starkville and vicinity, 
and the interest on the Agricultural Land Scrip Fund, 
have been used by the Trustees for the purchase of land, 
and the construction of the building. The limited means . 
at the command of the Trustees did not warrant them in 
contracting for any other improvements, and they confi- 
dently await the action of your honorable body. 

Section 14, of the Act establishing the College, pro- 
vides: “That in order to establish financial equality in 
all respects between these two Colleges, a sum equal to 
the amount heretofore appropriated to Alcorn University 
out of the principal arising from the sale of said Land 
Scrip, is hereby appropriated to the College provided tor 
by section 2 of this Act, and the Trustees thereof, shall 
be authorized to use the same in carrying out the pro- 
visions of this Act for the benefit of said College. 

Upon investigation, the Board of Trustees failed to dis- 
cover any practical means by which any part of the 
principal of the Fund could be made available for their 
purposes without further legislation, and me whole 
amount remains in the Treasury. 
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The Agricultural College is an institution much needed 
in the State, and it is believed that if the necessary 
means be provided for putting it into practical operation, 
it will soon become an honor to the State, and a blessing 
to the industrial classes of Mississippi. Its leading object 
will be to teach such branches as relate to Agriculture 
and the Mechanic arts, but other scientific and classical 
studies will not be excluded. The farmers of the State 
have manifested unusual interest in the success of the 
institution, and there is certainly no class of our citizens 
whose claims are entitled to more consideration at your 
hands. 

-The Board of Trustees will be in session in Jackson. 
some ‘time during the present month, and will make 
known to your honorable body the prospects and necessi- 
ties of the institution. The ey will ask for an‘appropriatidn 
sufficient to enable them to carry out the objects and 
purposes of the law, and to commence the school by the 
ist of September next. 

I confidently believd that the subject will receive that 
consideration which its importance demands, and that 


you will deal liberally with the Agricultural and Mechan- 
ical College. 


- ALCORN. AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE. 


Section 3. of the Act to establish Agricultural and 
Mechanical Colleges, provides for the appointment of a 
new Board of Trustees for this institution, in the same 
manner as that forthe Agricultural and Mechanical Col- 
lege is required to be appointed; but having a few days 
prior to the passage of the Act, appointed a Board com- 
posed of the best citizens in the vicinity of the College, 
and maiñly of farmers; and those appointments having 
been confirmed by the ‘Senate, I came to the conclusion, 
after consulting several members of the Legislature, that 
it was not the intention of the framers of the law, that 
this Board should be disturbed, and conSequently did 
not conform to that requirement ‘of the Act, 

In the interest of economy, and for the best interests of 
the institution, I recommend that so much of Section 8, 
of: said Act as relates to Alcorn Agricultural and Mechan- 
ical College be repealed. JI also ‘recommend the repeal 
of so much of Section 1 as changes the name of the insti- 
tution. 

Notwithstanding the opening of the school in the fall 
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of 1878, was. delayed by the prevailing epidemic until the 
middle of November, there were one hundred anù twenty- 
seven students in attendance in the month of January 
following: The present session commenced September 
5th, 1879. There are now more students present than for 
several years at a corresponding time of the session; and 
it is believed that within a short time after the Christmas 
holidays, the institution will be filled to its utmost capac- 
ity. The teachers are learned, experienced and faithful ; 
and the school is conducted on the most economical prin- 
‘ciples. Under the mess system, the students board them- 
Selves for one doHar per week; and their whole expenses 
need not be more than twenty cents each per day. ` 

In his report to me dated December 18th, Dr. Revels 
says: “In view of the repairing of buildings, making of 
fences and other improvements that must bè attended to, ~ 
next year, some increase in the appropriation will be ` 
necessary. I think fully one thousand dollars will’ be 


required for these purposes.” I recommend that the ad- 
ditional appropriation be made. 
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STATE NORMAL SCHOOL. 


This school is reported to bein a prosperous condition, 
and is accomplishing much good in the education of the 
-colored youths of the State. I witnessed some of. the 
commencement exercises last June, and was favorably 
impressed with the adyancement of. the students, as well 
as the proficiency of the teachers and the general conduct 
of the institution. l 

I recommend the usual appropriation, with the addi- 
tional amount of five.hundređd dollars for the purchase of 
apparatus and books for the library. , \ 


La 
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TOUGALOO UNIVERSITY. ya 


The Trustees of the Normal department of Tougaloo 
University report the institution more. prosperous than 
ever before. - : 

Owing to disagreements between the representatives 
‘of ‘the American Missionary Association and the Trustees 
of the Normal department, no appropriation was made 
for the last twoyears. I repeat my. recommendation to 
the Legislature two years ago, thatthelaw beso amended 
as to abolish the Board of Trustees, and provide fora 
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Board of Visitors. The Normal department is doing 
faithful work in the education of Teachers, and deserves 
well of the State, I recommend a renewal of the appro- 
priations heretofore made for its support, to be disbursed 
under the direction of the Board of Visitors. This would 
be a substantial recognition of the good work which the 
American Missionary Association is quietly, but very 
zealously and thoroughly doing in our State. 


CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS. 


The reports of the Trustees and Officers of the several 
Charitable Institutions of the State, will place you in 
possession of such informationas may be necessary to a 
thorough understanding of their condition and wants. 
These institutions have been established, and are main- 
tained at great expense; and while a liberal and humane 
people look with pride upon these monuments of their 
generosity, and demand all reasonable measures to ame- 
liorate the condition of their unfortunate inmates, they 
require the utmost care and economy in their manage- 
ment. First in importance of these institutions, is the 


LUNATIC ASYLUM. 

The number of patients under treatment during the 
year 1878, was four hundred and ninety-eight. Out of 
this number there were forty-four deaths; forty-four dis- 
charges, most of which were recoveries, and two escapes. 
During the year 1879, the number under treatment was 
about equal to that of the year before. There were thir- 
ty-two deaths, and thirty-five discharges. The institution 
isin excellent condition, and has been as well and eco- 
nomically managed during the last two years as could 
possibly be done. 

The large death rate during the year 1878, was proba- 
bly attributable to the excessive heat of the summer. 
The deaths of both years were mainly from consumption 
and epilepsy. Many of them casesof long standing, and 
the patients worn out with age and disease. I am in- 
formed by the Medical Superintendent, that there are 
now thirty applicants for admission who cannot be accom- 
modated for want of room. ‘This number will necessarily 
increase,as the discharges from all causes donot keep 
pace with the increasing demand for admission. Owing 
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to the increased number of patients since the spring of 
1878, and the recent advance in'the prices of supplies, 
it will be impossible to support the Asylum for the next 
two years- without an increased appropriation. There 
are on the books of the institution, the names of many 
patients who are required to pay for board and treatment, 
but very few actually pay, and in a majority of such cases 
it is found most difficult to collect anything. 
I respectfully recommeTd that the Asylum be made 
free to all the citizsns of the State needing its henefits. 


DEAF AND DUMB INSTITUTE. 


The Deaf and Dumb Institute is in a prosperous con- 
dition. There are more students in attendance at this 
time, than ever before at a corresponding time of the 
session; and a decided improvement is shown by the fact 
that thirteen new students entered during the year 1879, 
more than half that number being under the age of thir- 
teen years. The average number of pupils in attendance 

during the year 1878, was forty-five. The average num- 
` ber during the year 1879, was forty-three. There are now 
in the school forty-four pupils, with several more expected 
within a short time: 

The expenditures for the year 1878, were a little less 
than the amount appropriated; but for the year 1879, 
they exceeded the appropriation, covering the unex- 
pended balance, and in consequence of the recent advance 
in the price of supplies, the accounts of the year cannot 
be closed without a small deficit. With supplies at the 
present prices, the institution cannot be maintained 
without a small increase of the appropriation over that 
of the last two years. The buildings are at the present 
time in good condition; but a small appropriation will be 
necessary for repairs during the next two years. 

The new wing was completed at a cost of $8,247.50, 
and the balance of the appropriation for building pur- 
poses has been judiciously expended by the Board of 
‘Trustees in necessary repairs upon the main building. 

There should be an additional employee in the institu- 
tion to instruct the girls in handicraft. There are thirty 
girls in the school, most of them in very moderate circum- 
stances, and all anxious to be taught the art of cutting 
and fitting garments, and the use of the sewing machine. 
The Trustees nave the authority to employ such teacher, 
but have felt that the appropriations were insufficient to 
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justify the outlay. I am also of the opinion, that, as 
early as practicable, work-shops should be erected, in 
which the boys may be taught such trades as are best- 
adapted to their condition. = In the western suburbs cf 
the city there is a tract of land formerly owned by the ` 
institution, but by an Act. of the Legislature in 1872, it 
reverted to the State. The land cannot be utilized by the 
State, and if sold would-bring only a nominal sum. It is 
. believed it can be made useful and profitable to the insti- 
tution, and I respectfully recommend that the Act referred 
to be repealed, and that the Board of Trustees be author- 
ized to take possession of said land and exercise ownrer- 
ship over the same. 

Under the auspices of the Board of Trustees, this in- 
stitution has been most successfully and economically 
conducted during the last two years; and too much can- 
not be said in commendation of the worthy and attentive 
Principal, whose entire time is devoted to the important 
and delicate duties of his position. 


Da a FOR THE BLIND. 


During the year 1878, the average attendance at this 
institution was twenty-seven, thirteen females and four- 
teen males, four of whom were colored. For the year 
1879, there were in attendance twenty-eight; sixteen 
females, and twelve males, one of whom was colored. 

A definite statement of the financial condition of the — 
institution could not be obtained in time for this message ; 
but I am informed that the expenditures for the past two 
years will not exceed the appropriation. The condition 
of the buildings is not as good as it should be; nor do 
they afford sufficient room for the comfortable accommo- 
dation of_the number of pupils now present, and it is 
expected that the number will be materially increased 
within the next few weeks. The crowded condition of 
the institution during the year just closed, induced the 
Trustees to rent a house in the vicinity for the accomo- 
dation of the male pupils, but this results in great incon- 
venience, and some exposure to them, and if practicable, 
ought to be remedied. The Board of Trustees will, per- . 
haps, insist upon an appropriation for the erection of ad- 
ditional, or new buildings, commensurate with the neces- 
sities of the institution, 


21 


I commend their report to your careful atten tion, feel- 
ing assured that the interests of the unfortunate blind 
will not suffer in your hands. 


‘PENITENTIARY, 


The epi of the Superintendent of the Penitentiary 
will furnish complete information touching the condition 
of this Institution. The number of convicts on the Reg- 
ister December 1st, 1879, was 997, of which 905 were ` 
colored, and 92 white. From December 1s’, 1877, to 
December 1st, 1878, there were received by co nmitment 
376; during the same period there were 93 deaths, 87 
escapes, 20 recaptured, and 25 pardoned. From Decem- 
ber 1st, 1878, to December Ist,-1879, there were received 
by commitment, 389; 77 deaths, 83 escapes, 10 recap- 
tured,and 27 pardoned. Total number on the: Register 
from December 1st, 1877, to December 1st, 1878, 1408. 
From December Ist, 1878, to December 15st, 1879, 1402. 
Of.the deaths for the two years, many resulted from sun- 
stroke, and a malarial type of fever, due to the excessive 
-heat of the summer, and unhealthy condition of a portion of 
the-State; and a number of them died of chronic diseases, 
contracted prior to their imprisonment. The health of the 
convicts inside the walls has been excellent; only 16. 
deaths occurring during the last two years. The clothing 
is good, the food sufficient and wholesome, and the treat- 
ment kind and humane: Some complaint of the treat- 
ment of convicts having reached me, I, last spring, di- 
reted the Superintendent of the Penitentiary to make a 
thorough inspection of the camps where convicts were 
kept, and to enquire carefully into the causes’of these | 
complaints. He reports tome that he found the convicts | 
in good condition, and well provided with food and cloth- 
ing; and that he was unable to discover, after careful 
inquiry, that their treatment had been other than that 
authorized by the- rules of the Penitentiary, and the’ 
laws of the State. The Superintendent’s report will show ` 
the condition of the Penitentiary and Lessees in their 
financial relations to the State. 

The term of the present lease will expire on the Ist ot 
January, 1881, and it will devolve upon youat your pres- 
ent session to ‘determine what shall be done with the Pen- 
itentiary, after that time. There are various and conftict- © 
ing opinions upon this subject, and I forbear making any 


= 
`~ 


S 22 


specific recommendations, well knowing that your action 
in this regard will be controlled by considerations of a 
wise public policy, and with a view to the promotion of 
the best interests of the State. Should you, in your 
wisdom, discover any means by which a portion of the 
convicts can be utilized in the construction of the Ripley 
and Ship Island Railroad, or other public works, looking 
to the advancement of the material interests of the 
State, your action will meet with my hearty co-operation. 
The disposition of the Penitentiary is one of the most 
important matters that will engage your attention, and I 
leave the delicate and difficult subject to the decision of 
your judgment. 


STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 


_ The able and exhaustive report of the State Board of 
Health, will show that it has been active during tue 
past two years in the discharge of its appropriate duties. 
The Board gives promise of great usefulness in the in- 
vestigation of the causes of disease, and in furnishing 
such information as will enable the people to guard 
against it. There can be no question as to the “good: 
results already realized from its efforts in this direction; ` 
and the efficacy of proper quarantine regulations in pre- 
venting, the introduction and spread of contagious dis- 
eases has, I think, been fully.demonstrated. The law for 
the creation and government of our State Board is im- 
perfect, and some additional legislation is needed. The 
Board says: “Under the present laws we stand as an 
advisory body only, without power to establish quaran- 
tine, or law to enforce it; with no appropriation to put 
it in operation, and none to sustain it.” 

I am advised that the Board will ask for the necessary 
legislation on the subject, and for increased appropria- 
tions to enable it to carry out the objects of the law. I 
have not been made acquainted with the details of the 
legislation that will be asked for at your hands, but con- 
curring in the general views of the Board, I ask for them 
your favorable consideration. 


IMMIGRATION AND AGRICULTURE. 


- The subject of Immigration and Agriculture deserves 
your serious consideration. Our present laws for the 
encouragement of immigration amount to very little, 
and it would be difficult to adopt any general system that 
would be successful, without involving an expense greater 
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than we are now able to bear. The increasing import- 
ance of the subject, however, cannot fail to command 
your serious attention. Agriculture is our main -support 
in all the pursuits of life, and should be carefully fostered 
by the State. I shall be most happy to co-operate in any 
well devised measures to encourage immigration, and 
promote the interests of agriculture. The report of the 
Commissioner and State Board will be transmitted to you, 
and I ask for it that consideration which the importance 
of the subject demands. 


RAILROAD MATTERS. - 


In accordance with an Act of the Legislature, ap- 
proved February Ist, 1877, the Governor, Treasurer, and 
President of the Senate, in January, 1878, settled with 
the Chicago, St. Louis and New Orleans Railroad Com- 
pany, the indebtedness of the Mississippi Central Rail- ` 
road Company to the State. The amount ascertained to 
be due on the Ist of January, 1878, was $136,158 00. 
This amount was divided into ten equal installments, for . 
which the notes of the Company were duly executed, in- 
cluding interest, amounting in all to $196,067 48, and se- 
cured by a deposit of $170,000 00 of the Company’s 
bonds, with coupons attached, which was believed to be 
ample security. The first note, amounting to $24,508 44, 
was, paid on the 30th of December, 1878, and I am in-. 
formed the second note, due January 1st, 1880, amount- 
ing to $23,419 17, has also been paid. The interest due 
annually being included in the face of the notes, the an- 
nual payments decrease in amount, so that the last note, - 
due January Ist, 1888, is only for $14,705 06. 

By am Act approved February 27th, 1878, the Mobile 
and Ohio Railroad Company was authorized to compro- 
mise its indebtedness to the State and counties, on ac- 
count of taxes due upon certain lands, by paying to the 
Auditor, within thirty days, the sum of twenty-five thou-- 
sand dollars, and consenting that, in future, said lands 
should be subject to taxation as other lands in the State. 
The Company accepted the terms of the compromise, and 
paid the stipulated amount to the Auditor on the 26th 
day of March, 1878. This Company also filed with the 
Auditor, prior to the 1st day of January, 1879, sworn 
statements showing the cost of construction of its road, 
and the expenses, earnings, and net revenue arising 
therefrom for the preceding fiscal year, as required by 
Section 2 of said Act. l N 
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Under Act of March sth, 1878, I neonatal Hon. A. M. 


- West, Hon. H. M. Whitaker ad Hon. John P. Seabrook, 


as a Commission to ascertain the cost of thẹ construction 
of the Mobile and Ohio Railroad. These gentlemen pro- 
ceeded to the discharge of the duty assigned them, and 
in due time submitted their report, which was filed in 
the office of the Auditor of Public Accounts, as the law 


directs, and to which I respectfully invite your attention.. 


SUITS AGAINST THE STATE. 


An nopbopiiation was made by the last Legislature to- 
compensate Hon. A. M. Clayton, for -his Services in cer- 
tain causes then pending against the State in the Supreme 
Court of the United States. These cases have not yet 
_ been decided, but the most important one, that of the 


M. & O. R. R. Company, having been ably argued and 


submitted ‘to the Court, I paid Judge Clayton, what Ire- 
garded as a fair’ proportion of the amount appropriated. 
The other two cases have never been taken up. - 

Since the adjournment of the Legislature -another im- 
portant case, in which the State-is interested, has been 
appealed to the Supreme Court’ of the United States. It 
is the case.of the Mississippi Mills vs. the Sheriff of Co- 


piah county. With the advice of the Attorney-General,. 


I employed Judge Clayton to represent the interest of the 


State in this.cause, and he looks to your Honorable Body 


for compensation. ,I ask that a suitable appropriation be 
made for that purpose. 


MILITARY COMPANIES. 


During the year 187 8, I furnished arms and ammuni- 
tion to three companies incorporated by the Legislature, 


and to two companies, (the Wilkinson Guards and Volun-- 


teer Southrons,) organized under the general militia law 
of the State. I also distributed equipments from’ the 
United States Ordnance Department, ene in value 
‘to $675 50. 


In 1879, I supplied one incorporated company, and two 


companies organized under the general militia laws with 


arms and ammunition. I also issued and forwarded to- 
W. E. Hunt, Esq., Sheriff of Washington county, 60 guns 


and 1000 rounds of ammunition, upon his requisition, un- 
der Section 2202 of the Code.- Full details will be found 
in the report of the Adjutant-General. 
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No cccasion has arisen during the last two years for 
calling the militia into service, and no part of the appro- 
priation for that purpose has been drawn; but a few 
local disturbances that occurred, may call for some legis- 
lation to provide means for compensating those who ren- 
dered service as a Sheriff’s posse, by @ppropriation from 
the State Treasury, or authority to the Boards of Super- 
visors of the counties in which the disturbances occurred, 
to make the ‘allowance. 


CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT. 


The Constitutional Amendment submitted to the people 
at the late election, to provide,for biennial elections, was 
overwhelmingly defeated. Out of an average vote of 
122,709, cast for members of the House of Representa- 
tives, only 18,188 voted for the amendment, while there 
were 31 854 votes actually cast against it. 


` UNITED STATES SENATOR. 


It will devolve upon you, during the present session, 
.to elect a United States Senator to succeed Hon. B. K. 
Bruce, whose term expires March 4th, 1881. In the dis- 
charge of this important duty I feel assured that you - 
‘will be actuated by an earnest desire to promote the 
honor and integrity of Mississippi. | 


VACANCIES IN THE LEGISLATURE. 


During the year 1878, I issued Writs of Election to. fill 
vacancies in the Legislature as follows, to-wit: In the 
27th Senatorial District, to fill vacancy occasioned by the . 
resignation of Hon. J. B. Morgan; in Franklin county, to 
fill vacancy occasioned by the death of Hon. James. 8. 
Magee; and.in DeSoto county to fill vacancy occasioned 
by the death of Hon.. Thomas H. W. Wall. Elections 
held Movember 5th, 1878. 

In 1879, elections were-ordered as follows: In the 29th 
Senatorial District, to fill vacancy occasioned by the 
resignation of Hon. W.S. Farish; in the 32d Senatorial 
District, to fill vacancy occasioned by the death of Hon. 
W. 0. Dowd. Elections held November 4th, 1879. On 
the 15th of November, 1879, I received the resignation 
of Hon. Charles E. Furlong, Senator from the 7th Sena- 
torial District, and ordered an election to be held on the 
9th of December, to fill said vacancy. 

‘Hon. J. Key, Representative from Alcorn, having 
removed to Bolivar county, died in September last, but. 
no election was ordered to fill the vacancy. 
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HON. KINLOCH FALCONER. 


I cannot close this message without a brief tribute. to 
this favorite son of Mississippi. No man possessed, in a 
higher degree, the confidence and,love of the people 
throughout the State, than Kinloch Falconer. Full of 
’' promise, -and in the bloom and vigor of manhood, he 
sacrificed his life to the cause of suffering humanity. It 
is not my purpose to pronounce his eulogy, but to recom- 
mend such action as to you may seem appropriate to the 
memory of one so universally and so highly esteemed. 


HON. J. ©. GRAY. 


Hon. J. ©. Gray, Chancellor of the 3d District, died at 
Grenada, on the 24th day of August, 1878, of the pre- 
vailing epidemic. Learned in his profession, he was a 
pure and able Judge. Asa man, he was generous and 


noble, and was respected and loved by the good and true 


in all the walks of life. Let us honor his memory. 
CONCLUSION. | 


For the first time in a decade, we have passed over a 
period of two: years without a session of the Legislature ; 
and while there was, on one or two occasions, a tempo- 
rary demand for a called session, I failed to realize the 
existence of such an emergency as that contemplated by 
that clause of the constitution which authorizes the 
Governor to convene the Legislature in extraordinary 
session. 

In this connection I desire to return thanks to the 
Judges of the Supreme Court, and to the State officers 
and their assistants, for their uniform courtesy, and for 
the valuable assistance they have so cheerfully rendered 
whenever required. Pak 

It affords me pleasure to say that the several Depart- 
ments of the Government have been faithfully and eco- 
nomically administered, and it has been my constant aim 
to cast the weight of Executive influence on the side of 
economy. ~N 

Gentlemen: We have met under circumstances which 
afford abundant reasons for mutual congratulations. Let 
us, at once, devote ourselves assiduously to the task be- 
fore us, trusting that under the protecting care of our 
Heavenly Father, our lives may be spared, and our health 
preserved, so that we may be enabled to discharge the 
duties devolving upon us te the lasting honor of our- 
selves, and to the satisfaction of a grateful constituency. 

J. M. STONE. 
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T REPORT OF PARDONS, ETO., FOR THE YEAR 1878, 


1. Matthew King, murder. Sentenced at the May term, 1877, 
of the Circuit Court qf Yazoo county to be hanged. Com- 
muted to imprisonment for life in the State Penitentiary, on 
the 2d day of January, 1878. 

Recommended by S. S. Calhoon, (the presiding Judge, ) Dr. 
E. M. Brown, Dr. J. H. Watson, George Crump, and many 
prominent citizens of the vicinage of thé killing; besides 
several of the jurors who tried the case. Reasons: There 
was strong proof to show that the deceased was living in 
adultery with the wife of said King, and by his threats and 
violence he had actually driven King from his home, and in 
addition to this, at the instant when King fired. the deceased 
` and another were pressing hard on King, and there was good 
reason to apprehend a design, on their part, to commit a felony 
on King. , 

2. Alleck McCall, assault withintent to kill. Sentenced at the 
November term, 1876, of the Circuit Court of Oktibbeha 
county, to five (5) years confinement in the Penitentiary. 
Pardoned January 4th, 1878. 

Recommended by Hon. James M. Arnold (the presiding 
, Judge, ) Wiley L. Nash, (the District Attorney L. A. Fort, 
R. C. McReight, John Billington, John R. Hopkins, C. A. Sul: 
livan, R. B. Neal, and a large number of the most influential 
citizens of Oktibbeha‘county. Reasons: The prisoner was 
convicted at the November term, 1876, of the Circuit Court of 
Oktibbeha county, of an assault with intent to kill. He is a 
man of uniform good character, and evidence was developed 
on the trial tending to show that the act was committed 
through fear, or a sudden impulse of passion, and *not ‘from 
any formed or deliberate design to kill. The knife was not 
used by McCall until he had been cursed and abused, 
and had been stricken several blows by the other party. It is 
thought his punishment has been suflicient. 

3. Harriet Wallace, committed to the jail of Warren county, 
by the Sheriff of said county, on the 30th day of January, 
1878, by virtue of a command emanating from George P. Steel, 
Justice of the Peace in said county, to be held in confinement 
in said jail until she shonld give bona in the sum of $200 00, 
with two or more good sureties, to keep the peace for 12 
months, and pay $7 40 costs. 

Recommended by Hon. Upton M. Young, Judge of the 11th. 
District, who asks the immediate pardon of the prisoner, Har- 
riet Wallace, (colored.) And as the facts show that she had 
neither been convicted or charged with any crime, and that 
her confinement in jail is wholly unauthorized by law, and is 
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contrary to law, the prisoner is therefore discharged. Done on 


the 5th day of February, 1878. Pardoned February 5th, 
1878. 


4, Matt. Gorman, assault with intent to kill. Sentenced at the 
March term, 1876, of the Circuit Court of Warren county, to 


five (5) years confinement in. the State Penitentiary, Par- 
doned February 14th, 1878. 

Recommended by the Circuit Judge and District Attorney 
who tried the case. Hon. Upton M. Young, the Sherif and 
Deputy Sheriff, the Circuit and Chancery Clerks, and other 
officers of Warren county; H. Denio, A J. Flanagan, and 
many leading citizens and attorneys of Vicksburg. Reasons: 


Good character of the convict, and uniform ood behavior in. 


prison; the party upon whom the assault was made was a dan- 
gerous man, and of notorious bad character. the prisoner 
has an aged and helpless father and mother solely dependent 
upon him for a support. He was sentenced on the 24th of 
April, 1876; it is believed that his punishment has been suf- 
ficient, and that no injury can result from his pardon. 

5. Silas Minnis,shooting with intent to-kill. Sentenced at the 
June term, 1877, of the Circuit Court of Monroe county, to 
two (2) years confinement in the Penitentiary. Pardoned Feb- 
ruary l6th, 1878. ` 

Recommended by Hon. S. J. Gholson,’.-Hon. R. O. Rey- 
nolds, Thos. B. Sykes, Mayor of Aberdeen, W. W. Troupe, 
E. O. Sykes, W. II. Sims, the man who was shot at, and many 
other, prominent citizens. Reasons: There seems to have 
been no intention, on the part of Minnis, to inflict injury by 
the shooting, and no harm was done. He was somewhat in- 
toxicated, which was unusual with him. He is a young col- 
ored man, of good character and of more than ordinary 
promise for young men of his race. It isbelieved he has been 
sufficiently punished to mect the ends of justice and to uphold 
the integriéy of the law. 

6. John R. Holley, assault and battery.- Sentenced at the May 
term, 1877, of the Circuit Court of Yalobusha county, to 
four (4) months confinement in the county jail, and to pay a 
fine of $—. Pardoned, on payment of fine and costs, February 
23d, 1878. 

Zecommended by members of, the Grand Jury who found 
the true bill against said Holley” members of the Petit Jury 
who tried the case, the State Senator and Representative from 
.- Yalobusha county; Dr. Wm. A. Fabry, the party assaulted, 
Hon. R. Gollady, Gerl E. ©. Walthall and very many leading 
and influential citizens of said eounty. Reasons: The party 
assaulted was, at the time, under the influence of liquor, and 


when under such excitement, is always aggressive, abusive | 


and dangerous. Holley isa man of uniform good character 
and standing; is a permanent cripple, and, at the time of the 
assault, evidently acted from an apprehension of immediate 
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pending danger. Itis thought the payment of fine and costs 
will be a sufficient punishment for the offense, l , 

7. Charles Mack, Murder. Sentenced at the May term, 1876, 
(of the Second District,) of the Circuit Court of Chickasaw 
county, to confinement in the Penitentiary for life.. Pardoned 
Febriiary 28th, 1878. ” 

Recommended by J. L. S. Hill, W., F. Tucker, J. W. Bu- 
chanan, J. R. McIntosh, Frank Burkitt, twelve grand jury- 
men who found the .true bill, six of the petit jury who tried 
the case, seventeen county officers and many citizens. Rea- 
sons: The prisoner was convicted on the testimony of Melina 
Betts, it is believed through perjury. Her testimony was ma-- 
terially diiferent before the committing court, the grand jury, 
and on the final trial. Witness is a woman of unsound mind 
and understanding, and was the paramour of deceased. If 
guilty at alf, it is believed Mack is guilty of no greater crime 
than manslaughter, and that the punishment already inflicted 
has been sufficient. He has always borne a good character 
quiet and law abiding, while deceased was a violent and tur- 
bulent man, and a general law- breaker. 

8. Thomas Roberts, burgiary. Sentenced at the July atin: 


1877; of the Circuit Court of Lincoln county to five (5) years 


confinement in the penitentiary. Pardoned March 12, 1878. 
Recommended by Hon. H. Cassidy, District Attorney, Hons. 

J. F. Sessions and R. R. Aplewhite, J. Warren, Circuit Clerk ; 

A. O. Cox, Sheriff; Dr. T. T. Meade, from whom the corn was 


` attempted to be taken, and many other prominent citizerS-of 


Lincoln county, Reasons: Roberts is an old colored man in 
his eighty-fifth year, has a very large and respectable family 
and has always borne a good character. The offense consisted 
of taking a small quantity of corn, and circumstances justify 
doubts as to the identity of the thief. 

9, James Linscott, assault. Sentenced at the January term, 
1878, of the Circuit.Court of Warren county, to six (6) months 
confinement in the county jail, and to pay a fine of $500. 
Pardoned March 16, 1878. > i 

Recommended by Hon, Upton M. Young, Judge presiding, 
H. Denio, Circuit Clerk, Hon. R. O'Leary, Mayor, and many. 
leading citizens of Vicksburg. Reasons: Linscott has been 
in close confinement since the sentence, in January last, his 
health has almost entirely failed, and he is now in a critical 
condition. It is believed, therefore, that his punishment has 
been sufficient for the crime of which he was convicted, as- 

sault. 

10. Rachel Walker, bigamy. Sentenced at the March term, 
1878, of the Circuit Court of DeSoto county to six months 
confinement in the penitentiary. Pardoned Mareh 23, 1878. 

Recommended by Hon. Sani’] Powell, the Judge presiding, 
Hon. Mark C. Brady, District Attorney, W. J. Bynum, Sheriff, 


. and many citizens of DeSoto county. Reasons: Rachel Wal- 
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ker is a very ignorant colored woman, is the mother of six 
children, the eldest being but six years old and the youngest 
ten months, and the mother is bordering on another confine- 

ment. Considering the extreme ignorance of the woman, and 
ihe character of her crime, it is believed her pardon is ‘tally 

justifiable. 

11. William Bell grand larceny. Sentenced atthe March term, 
1877, of the Circuit Court of Newton county to three (3) years 
confinement in the penitentiary. Pardoned March 21, 1878. 

Recommended by Hon. A. G. Mayers, Judge presiding, W. 
A. Pettus, R. M. McElroy, M. Williams, and a large number 
_of citizens of Newton county. Reasons: ‘There is grave 

doubt whether Bell is guilty of grand larceny, also whether he 

intended to commit any erime. Te is a very poor man with a 
Jarge family, has previously borne a good character, has 
served one year in the penitentiary, whith punishment it is be- 
lieved is sufficient to meet the ends of justice. ; 

12. S. S.Weed, retailing to a minor. Sentenced at the Novem- 
ber term, 1877, of the Circuit Court of Carroll county, to ten 
days confinement in the county jail, and to pay a fine of $ 
and costs. Pardoned as to the imprisonmeat |in county jail, 
April 9, 1878. 

Recommended by the Judge and District Attorney of the 
Court, the foreman of the grand jury that found the bill of 
indictment, the foreman of the petit jury that tried the case, 
the Mayor of the town, and many of the prominent citizens of 
vhe county where the liquor was sold. Reasons: the party to 
whom the liquor was sold was living on and cultivating a pln- 
tation to himself and many of his old acquaintances believed 
he was of lawful age, as did Weed, and also his bartender, who 
sold the whiskey, Weed not being present, and having no 
knowledga of the of the sale. The barkeeper asked not 
and was told by him that he was of lawful age. Proof of all 
these facts was ruled out and not allowed to go to the jury. 
It is believed, under the circumstances, that the fine and costs 
were punishment sufficient. 
~ 13. John Lott, grand larceny. Sentence at the March term, 

1878, of the Circuit Court of Clarke county {to one (1) year’s 

confinement in the county jail. Pardoned April 11, 1878. 

_ Recommended by District Attorney Ford, J udge W. M. 
Hancock, Frank C. McGee, Circuit Clerk, W. Lankford, 
Sheriff, W. W. Weir, Chancery Clerk, and a layge number of 

‘the leading and most prominent citizens of the caunty. Rea- 
sons: The prisoner, John Lott, was a mere youth, only about 
fourteen years of age at the time, is of a good family, and 
previously untarnished character.. He was the dupe of an older 
and a designing party who is the real criminal, while Lott is, 
at most, only technically guilty. Itis believed that he is free 
from any moral guilt in the matter; and that society can suffer 
no harm from his pardon, 
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14, Jo. Ray, grand larceny. Sentenced at the August term, 
1876, of the Circuit Court of Lauderdale county to five §(5} 
years confinement in the Penitentiary. . 

Recommended by Hon. R. Leachman, Hon. James 8. Hamm 
and Hon. Thomas H. Woods, (the District Attorney) the 
Sheriff and Circuit and Chancery Clerks of Lauderdale county, 
the Hon. John W. Fewell, W. H. Hardy, and many leading 
citizens of the county. . Reasons: The previous and uniform 
good character of Jo. Ray. He was convicted alone on the 
testimony of a colored woman in whose house the stolen goods 
were found, and who was also under indictment for the same 
larceny. Very grave doubts are entertained of Ray’s guilt, 
and it is thought he has been sufficiently punished. His prison 
conduct, also, has been very commendable. -Pardoned April 

(16th, 1878. 

15. Robert Harris, burglary. Sentenced at the May (special) 
Term, 1876, of the Circuit Court of Washington county, to 
five (5) year’s confinement in the Penitentiary. Pardoned 
April 20th, 1878. 

Recommended by Hon. W, A. Percy, Hon. John W. Shields, 
and many other leading citizens, and by the District Attorney 
who prosecuted. Reasons: Previous good character of ‘the 
prisoner, who is the only son of a very worthy mother, very 
grave doubts, also, arising upon the evidence of his guilt. He 
was convicted solely on the evidence of a very suspicious char- 
acter, who turned State’s witness, There was testimony on 
the trial clearly tending to prove an alibi for the prisoner. 

16. Dennis Coker, grand larceny. Sentenced atthe November 
Term, 1876, of the Circuit Court of Yazoo county, to two (2) 
years’ confinement in the Penitentiary. Pardoned April 20th, 
1878. 

Recommended by Hon. S. S. Calhoon, the Judge presiding, 
Col. W. H. Luse, and a large number of petitioners. ‘Reasons: 
The convict, Dennis Coker, is the son of very poor, but worthy 
and industrious parents, who are, in a large measure, depend- 
ent on his labor for a support. Coker is, himself, almost a 
mental imbecile. He scarcely has mind sufficient to make him 
a criminal. He was in jail a long time before his trial, and has 
been in the Penitentiary since the 13th December, 1866. It is 
thought his punishment has been ample to accomplish all the 
purposes of the law. 

17. Jos. Rolls, manslaughter. Sentenced at the March term, 
1876, of the Circuit Court of Union county, to five (5) years’ 
confinement in the Penitentiary. Pardoned April 20th, 1878. 

Recommended by J. J. Anderson, Sheriff, W. P. Smith, Cir- 
cuit Clerk, and W. J. Huston, County Surveyor, besides many 
leading citizens of Union county. , Also, Hon. Jeff. Wilson, of - 
Pontotoc. Rolls was acquitted after a ten days’ trial. and a 
thorough investigation before the committing court. He was’ 
too poor to employ counsel, and the trial in the Circuit Court- 
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was gone into before the counsel assigned by the court had 
time to inform themselves as to the merits of the case. The 
offense was committed under trying and aggravating circum- 
stances. Rolls was defending the honor of his daughter, who 
had been grossly insulted by the deceased, and there was evi- 
dence strongly tending to show that he acted in self-defense. 
His character has been that of a harmless, inoffensive man. 
His health is very bad, and it is said that longer continement 
will endanger his life. Under the circumstances, it is thought 
his punishment has been sufficient. He was sentenced in 
March. 1876. 

18. Herman Berg, selling liquor-contrary’ to law. Sentenced 
on-the 15th day of April, 1878, at a Justice’s Court in Lafayette 
county, to pay a fine ef $25 00. Pardoned April’22d, 1878. 

‘~ Recommended by J. R. Burney, H. A. Barr, E. Mayes, M. 
D. Vance, Mayor of Oxford, W. E. Andrews, Circuit Clerk, 
T. H. Brow n, Chancery Clerk, Lamar & Lamar, and many other 
prominent citizens of Oxford. Reasons: According to the 
construction of the Act by Hon. T. C. Catchings, Attorney 
General, that the law did not take effect until sixty days after , 

_ its passage, the offense was committed prior to that time, and 
therefore cannot be punished. 

19. Sip. Grayson, larceny. Seaia at the January term, 
1878, of the Circuit Court of Adams county, to three (3) years’ 
confinement in the Penitentiary. 

Reasons: Sip. Grayson was sentenced to the Penitentiary 
from Adams county, in ————, for the tem of two years, for 
‘the crime of lareeny, of which it is believed he was only tech- 

enically guilty. His term having expired by commutation, it is 
ascertained that he escaped from the military in 1869, who then 
had charge of the Penitentiary. He had been sentenced. for a 
term of three years, and had served about fourteen wmonfhs of 
his term’ when he escaped from the military. His conduct has 
been good while in prison; he is an ignorant colored old man, 
„and it is believed the ends of justice ‘Will be attained without 
requiring nim to serve out the balance of the term for which 
he was sefhtenced more than teu years ago. 

20. Stephen Gregory, grand larceny. Sentenced at the April 
term, 1878, of the Circuit Court for, the Second District of 
Chickasaw county, to one (1) years’ confinement in the county 
jail of said county. Pardoned April 26th, 1878. 

Recommended by Hon. W. F. Tucker, Capt.. Frank Burkitt, 
and many leading citizens, including somé of the Jury who 
tried the case. Reasons: He is of unsound mind—does not 
know right from wrong—and it is believed he is not responsi- 
sible for his crime. 

21. Connolly Lewellen, grand larceny. Sentenced at the Sep- 
tember term, 1877, of the Circuit Court of. Benton county, to 
fifteen (15) months’ confinement in the Penitentiary. Par- 
doned April 26th, 1878. i 
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Recommended by Hon. J. W. C. Watson, W. M. Strickland, 
Messrs. Manning, Watson and Moore, of Holly Springs, and 
many respectable citizens of Benton county. Reasons: For- 
mer good character. Was convieted on the testimony of a bad 
man, trumped up on account of prejudice. He has served over 
seven months, which is thought sufficient in this case, the 
crime alleged being the killing of a hog, and his- guilt doubt- 
ful. 

22. C. L. Bates, assault and battery. Sentenced at tke Decem- 
ber term, 1877, of the Circuit Court of Calhoun county, to 
one month’s confinement in the county jail, and to pay a fine 
of $25 00. Pardoned, as to the imprisonment, May 4th, 

1878. 
Recommended by Hons. A. T. Roane, F. G. Barry, W. H. 
-~ FitzGerald, G. H. Lester, Gen’! ©. C. Walthall and others. 
Reasons: The high character and unexceptional deportment 
of the accused, and the great provocation to which he was 
subjeeted at the time of the assault. C. B. Mitchell, (Dis- 
trict Attorney,) presents a statement of facts showing that’ 
- Bates was falsely accused, and greatly provoked by his adver- 
sary, and it is believed that the fine imposed is sufficient to 

meet the ends of justice. 


23. George Wood, grand larceny. Sentenced at the January - 


term, 1878, of the Circuit Court of Warren county, to three 
(3) months confinement in the Penitentiary. Pardoned May 
6th, 1878. 

Recommended by Hon. Upton M. Young, (Judge,) and H. 
Denio, (Circuit Clerk.) Reasons: Wood was convicted of 
stealing a hog, worth $8 00; was in jail more than three (3) 
months before the trial; was sentenced to three (3) months 
imprisonment in the Penitentiary; has been confined in the 
jail three (3) months since, and now Judge Young asks for his 
pardon, on the ground: that the ends of justice have been 
attained. i =z- 

24. David Underwood, assault and battery. Sentenced at the 
September term, 1877, of the Circuit Court of Bolivar county, 
to six (6) months confinement in the county jail, and to pay a 
fine of $500 00. Pardoned, as to the fine of $500 00, May 
Tth, 1878. 

Recommended by Hon. B.F. Trimble, (the Judge presiding, ) 
Hon. J. I. J. Shelby, (ex-Representative,) Alexander Yerger, 
(County Treasurer,) the Sheriff and Circuit Clerk, besides 
‘other county officers and many prominent citizens of the 
county. Reasons: Previous good character of Underwood. 
His pardon is recommended by Judge Trimble, upon facts de- 
veloped after the trial. - He is a very poor man, utterly unable 
to pay a fine, and its imposition amounts to perpetual im- 
prisonment. > ; 

25.Calvin Whitfield, grand larceny. Sentenced atthe May 
term, 1878,ʻ0f the Circuit Court of Monroe county, to one (1) 
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year’s confinement in the Penitentiary. Pardoned May 10th, 
1878. 

Recommended by Hon. J. A. Green, (the Judge presiding, } 
Hon. J. M. Allen, (the District Attorney,) six (6) of the 
jurors who tried the case, Hon. R. O. Reynolds, (State Sen- 
ator,) Hon. S. J. Gholson and M. M. Cumings, Esq, besides 
officers, lawyers and many leading citizens. Reasons: The ex- 
treme youth of the convict, Calvin Whitfield, who is only about. 
ten or twelve years of age, and the fact that he was indicted and 
tried jointly with another negro, of fullage, who exerted a con- 
trolling influence over Calvin. The latter is really the guilty 
party, and has been sentenced to three (3) years in the Peni- 
tentiary, for the same offense, which, it is believed, will fully . 
meet the ends of justice. 

26, Alonzo Mitchell, manslaughter. Sentenced at the October 
term, 1877,<of the Circuit Court of Warre : county, to five (5) 
ears’ confinement in the Penitentiary, Pardoned May 6th, 
1878. 

Recommended by Hon. Upton M. Young, (the Judge pre- 
siding,) Senators Warren Cowan, Charles E. Furlong and W. 
A. Montgomery; Representatives Hogan, Goodram, Marshall 
and Pegram; A. J. Flanagan, (Sheriff,) H. Denio, (Circuit 
Clerk, ) and a large number of prominent citizens of Vicksburg 
and Warren county. Reasons: The deceased was a turbulent 
and dangerous man, while the character of Alonzo Mitchell 
was that of a peaceable and law-abidivg citizen, and being 
attacked and pursued to his own house, the accused fired on 
Him, as he believed, in necessary self-defense. 

27. B. C. Boneili, charge of homicide. This case occurred in 
Warren county, in the year 1874; was fully investigated on a 
habeas corpus proceeding, and the accused admitted to bail. 
He had not been tried on the indictment on the 20th day of 
May, 1878, on which day he was pardoned. 

The pardon was recommended by a large number of the 
best citizens of Vicksburg, including Hon. T. G. “Catchings, | 
(Attorney-General,) Senators Cowan and Furlong, Represen- 
tatives Marshall, Pegram and Goodram, the Sheriff, Clerk, 
Mayor and many of the best private citizens. Reasons: In 
a sudden and unpremeditated difficulty in 1874, growing out 
of a family quarrel, B. C. Bonelli and Wm. Wohls, shot each 
other. Wohls was killed, and Bonelli so badly shot that, for 
along time, his life was despaired of.. On a_trial, under a. 
writ of habeas corpus, Bonelli was admitted to bail; but he, 
with his family and friends, was driven off by a mob, com- 
posed of friends of Wokis, and was not allowed to remain and 
stand his trial. Bonelli was a mere youth, an Italian, and un- 
acquainted with our laws. It is believed that it was a case of 
justifiable homicide, committed in necessary self-defense. He 
is poor; his family has been’ broken up, and it is believed that. 
no good can result from putting him on trial, 
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28. Winston T. Carter, shooting with intent to killand em- 
bezzlement. Sentenced at tlre April term, 1877, of the Circuit 
Court of Copiah county, to one (1) year’s confinement in the- 
Penitentiary, for each offense. Pardoned May 21st, 1878. 

Recommended by L. O. Bridewell, E. A. Rowan, D. W. Mc- 
Rae, C. A. Hamilton, the Mayor and Aldermen of Beaure- 
gard, and a large number of prominent citizens. Reasons? 
Murtaugh, upon whom the assault was made, was a quarrel- 
some, turbulent and dangerous man. He had frequently 
sought to push a difficulty on Carter; had threatened to take 
Carter's life the evening the assault was 'made, and was then 
armed for that purpose with a pistol and double-barrelled 
shot-gun, as Carter had been informed and believed; hence he 
fired on Murtaugh, under the conviction that he was acting in 
necessary self-defense, ” Murtaugh was neither hit nor hurt. 
Carter has already served out one sentence; his prison’ con- 
duct has been unusually good. It is believed his punishment 
has been sufficient, and that no harm can result from his par- 
don. 

29. John A. Roane, forgery. Sentenced at the May term, 1877, 
of the Circuit Court of Yalobusha county, Lst District, to two 
(2) years’ confinement in the penitentiary. Pardoned June 3, 
1878. 

Recommended by R. W. Jones, Esq., John L. Collins, W. 
T..Wynn, G. H. Lester, A. 5. Pipkin and R. F. Hubert, the 
five last being members of the grand jury, and John Kelly, 
Mayor, R. E. Wimberly, town marshal, besides a large num- 
ber of respectable citizens of the county. Reasons: Roane 
was entrapped, and led into the crime by older, and bad and 
designing men, who passed the forged tickets on him, and fled 
the country. He is quite a young man, industrious and of 
previous good character. He belongs to a good family of high 
standing, has been in the penitentiary twelve months or more 
and it is now believed that his pardon can do no harm, and will 
restore a good and useful citizen to the State. 

30. Ned Jackson, murder. Sentenced at the September term, 
1877, of the Circuit Court of Copiah county to be hanged. 
Commuted to imprisonment for life, in the Penitentiary, June 
6th, 1878. 

Recommended by Hon. R. N. Miller, D. W. McRae, Tim. E. 
Cooper, L. B. Harris, the Sheriff, Clerk, and a large number of 
citizens. Reasons: It is not believed this is a casein which 
the death penalty ought to be inflicted. Ned Jackson and Le- 
noir, (deceased), worked in the same field. Jackson had ‘been 
greatly provoked and abused by Lenoir the evening before the 
homicide. Lenoir, armed with a large pistol, had made 
threats of violence upon Jackson, who was unarmed. On the 
following morning both went to the field armed, Lenoir with 
‘an army pistol, Jackson with a shot-gun. Lenoir arrived first, 
Jackson rode up near where Lenoir was standing; sitting on 
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his mule with his gun lyjng across his lap, he asked Lenoir if 

he meant what he said the day before. Lenoir answered with 

an oath that he did, walking out with his pistol in his hand. 

Jackson then dismounted, walked around his mule, with his 

guanin his hand, and asked Lenoir “if he was ready ?” Hean- 

swered, with an oath, that ‘‘he was”’—both raised their wea- { 
pons, Jackson’s gun fired, lodging some of the shot in the 
chambers of the pistol and killing him. One chamber of Le- 
noir’s pistol was found empty, but it is not certain whether he 
fired or not. £ 

31. Robert Barnes.assault and battery. Sentenced at the April 
term, 1878, of the Circuit Court of Copiah county, to thirty 
(30) days confinement in the county jai]. Reconimended by 
Hon. S. 8. Calhoon, the Judge who pronounced the sentence. 
Reasons: The sentence was thirty (30) days confinement in 
the county jail. The clerk of the Court, by mistake, entered 
it on the minutes for ninety days. Barnes served out the 30 
days sentence and court having adjourned, there is no power to 
grant relief except the Executive. Pardoned June 16, 1878. 

42. Frank Barnes, grand larceny. Sentenced.at the April term 
1875, of the Circuit Court of Noxubee county to five (5) years, 

confinement in the penitentiary. Pardoned July 9, 1878. 

* Recommended by J. B. Algood, sheriff, E. A. J. McHenry, T. 
Foote. Esq. and others. Reasons: Frank Barnes hauled to 
town,220 pounds lint cotton from one Andrew Young, who had 
stolen it. It is believed that Frank had no guilty knowledge 
of the theft; he was convicted of complicity upon purely cir- 
cumstantial evidence; he is an old, lame, colored’ man, and 
prior to this charge had borne a good character, he has been 
in prison nearly four years, and has conducted himself well. 

‘It is believed that he has been sufficiently punished. - 

33. Charles Fields, forgery. Sentenced at the April term,1877, 

of the Circuit Court of Panola county, to two (2) years con- 
finement in the penitentiary. Pardoned July 9, 1878. 
Recommended by Mark C. Brady, District Attorney, Hon. 
R. H. Taylor, att@rneys and merchants of Sardis, and J. M. 
Simms, the person'whose name was forged. Reasons: Youth 
and ignorance of the boy, small amount of the order forged. 

_Prison deportment good, and it is believed his punishment has 
been sufficient for the offense. 

34. Charles Williams, grand{larceny.’ Sentenced at the Decem- 
~ ber term, 1877. of the Circuit Court of Hinds county, 2d dis- 
trict, to one (1) year confinement in the penitentiary. Par- 
doned July 9, 1878. 

Recommended, by Hon. S. S. Calhoon, R. J. Gillespie, T. D. 
Hudspeth, B. S. White, John Dillon. Reasons: The prosecu- 
tion was malicious. Williams killed a hog belonging to W. L. 
Cook, went immediately to Cook, informed him of the fact, 
and proposed payment, which propositioa was accepted and the 
money was paid. Many months afterwards Cook, moved by 
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malice, prosecuted Williams on the charge of stealing his hog. 
Williams plead guilty and was sentenced for one year. 

35, 36. George Whitney-and William Burrell, manslaughter. 
Sentenced at the July term, 1878, of the Circuit Court of Hinds 
county, lst district, fo one days confinement in the county 
jail. we 

Recommended by Hon. S. ‘8. Calhoon, the Judge presiding, 
and tke Hon. E. P. Briscoe, District Attorne.. Reasons: 
George Whiting, while in company with a girl, ani taking her 
home from a party in the night time, was overtak -1 by the de- 
ceased, who, without any provocation, dismountc.i and cursed 
and abused Whiting, and knocked him down and beat him. 
William Burrell received the same treatment from the deceased, 
simply for expostulating with him, telling him he ought not to 
so beat and abuse Whiting. The prisoners were aged respect- 
ively about 16 and 17 years, and while deceased, who is a much 
older and stouter man, was'‘thus beating them, he was cut with 
a knife, and died in a fewweeks. If they are guilty at all, it is 
is only technically, and, in the language of the Judge, it is be- 
lieved ‘‘the case is one warranting fully the interposition of the 
Executive.” Pardoned July 11th, 1878. 

37. Webster Kinney, false packing of cotton. Sentenced at 
the May term, 1876, of the Justice’s court of E. J. Smith, Esq., 
of Claiborne county, to three (3) months’ confinement in the 
county jail, and to pay a fine of $150 00. Pardoned July 29th, 
1878, on payment of costs. 

Recammended by J. D. Vertner, attorney-at-law. * Reasons: 
The charge was “false packing of cotton.” Kinney had noth- 
ing to do with packing the cotton, which was done by his ten- 
ants, and delivered to him by them. There was no proof 
whatever connecting him with the crime, or fixing knowledge 
on him of the fact. 

38. Elizabeth Harten, grand larceny. Sentenced at the April 
term, 1877, of the Circuit Court of Lowndes county, to two (2) 
a confinement in the Penitentiary. Pardoned August 6th, 
1878. ` 
Recommended by Isaac Winston, Cornelius Hardy, Mr. 
Wenfeld, the prosecutor, and many other citizens of Lowndes 
county. Reasons: Elizabeth Harten was only fifteen years of 
age at the time the offense was committed, and has always been 
of very weak mind. She is now pregnant, having become so 
since her imprisonment, and is about to be confined. The 
Lessees of the Penitentiary agree to-take care of her during 
her confinement; and having served about two-thirds of her 
sentence, it is believed her pardon can result in no harm. 

39. Mestle Baker, assault and battery. Sentenced at the 
April term, 1878, of the Circuit Court of Warren county, to six 
(6) months’ confinement in the county jail, and to pay a fine of 
$500 00. Pardoned August 6th, 1878. ) 

Recommended by Hon. Upton M. Young, the Judge presid- 
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ing. Reasons: Facts have come to light since the trial, that 
greatly mitigate the offense; and, as the prisoner has been in 
jail about five (5) months in all, it is the opinion of Judge 
Young that his punishment has been sufficient. He is a very 
poor man, and utterly unable to pay the fine. ` 

40. Wm. Winter, bigamy. Sentenced at the December term, 
1877, of the Circuit Court of Calhonn county, to three (3) 
years’ confinement in the Senna Pardoned August Tth, 
1878. 

Recommended by Ion. J. W. c. Watson, Judge, Hon. C. B. 
Mitchell, District Attorney, and many citizens of Calhoun 
county. Reasons: Winter is a man of extremely weak mind, 
and it is believed did not mean to violate the law; but, by the 
‘superior intelligence of the woman, was induced to marry her. 
. 41, Robt. Holland, assault with intent to kill and murder, and 
grand larceny. Sentenced at the April term, 1877, of the Cir- 
cuit Court of Tate county, to six (6) years’ confinement in the 
Penitentiary, being three (3) years for each offense. Pardoned 
August 7th, 187 78. 

Recommended by Hon. G. D. Shands, Eugene Johnson, J. 
P. McCracken, R. F. Ward, and many other citizens of Tate 
county; and, also, Hon. R. O. Reynolds, H. Murphy, E. O. 
Sykes, EK. H. Brister, W. W. Troupe, W. W. Cunningham, and, 
many other citizens of Monroe county, where Holland formely 
‘lived. Reasons: Holland, while in a state of intoxication, 
took from the rack a mule not bis,own, and, it is thought, by 
mistake, as it is said he rode a mule to town that day. The 
owner of the mule missing it, went in pursuit, pnd met Holland 
coming back towards town, it being dark. The owner of the 
mule assaulted Holland, and theyeexchanged shots. Holland 
has served more than one year, which is believed to be sufti- 
cient punishment for the offense. 

42. Christine Lemis, abusive language and threatening to kill. 
Sentenced by George A. Grammer, a Justice of the Peace of 
Warren county. on the — day of , 1878, to pay a fine, and 
committed to jail in default of payment and peace bond. Par- 
doned August 2Ist, 1878. 

Recommended by Geo. A. Grammer, the committing Mag- 
istrate. Reasons: Prisoner is a poor colored woman, ‘utterly 
unable to pay fine and costs, or to givé a peace. bond. 

43. Geo. W. Brewer, grand larceny. Sentenced at the Octo- 
ber term, 1876, of the Circuit Court of Wilkinson county, to 
five (5) years’ confinement in the Penitentiary. Pardoned 
September 20th, 1878. 

Recommended by D. C. Bramlett, Esq., acting District At- 
torney, Maj. H. S. Van Eaton, Field Jefferson, ‘and nuinerous 
citizens of Hinds county, where prisoner formerly resided. 
Reasons: It is believed that convict George W. Brewer is in- 
nocent of thé crime of which he is convicted. He came-hon- 
estly into possession of the horse charged to have been stolen ; 
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with the Piscine and consent of the owner he took the horse 
and went off to sell him. The horse being under mortgage, 
and the mortgagee learning that the horse “had been disposed 
of, went to the owner, who became alarmed, and said Brewer 
- had stolen him. To this he and his sons (all of bad character) 
swore, which, it is believed, was false. 

44, R.S. Burts, grand larceny. ‘Sentenced at the April term, 
1877, of the Circuit Court of Warren county, to five (5) years’ 
confinement in the Penitentiary. Pardoned September 21, 1878. 

. Recommended by Reasons: This convict, R. S. 
Burts, was a stranger in the State, without friends or acquaint- 
ances. He hired a horse in-the city of Vicksburg, and failed 
to return him as soon as he promised, was pursued, arrested, 
tried, and convicted of stealing the horse. If guilty at all, it 
is believed it is. only a breach of trust, and having served ff- 
teen months in the Penitentiary, it is thought that his punish- 
ment has been sufficient for the . offense. “He has a wife and 
children in a distant State. 

45, Cabe Scott, assault with intent to kill. At the March term, 
1878, of the Circuit Court of Benton county, the prisoner was 
indicted for. the above named crime, and in default of bail, 
was confined in jail to answer the charge. Pardoned October. 
“Tth, 1878. 

Recommended by Hon, John W. C. Watson, Judge; the 
Sheriff, Chancery Clerk, Circuit Clerk, and several prominent 
citizens of Benton county. Reasons: Two terms ofthe Court 
have passed since Scott’s confinement in jail, und the case 
continued at the instance of the State. The venerable Judge 
thinks it right for him to be pardoned, as to detain him longer 
would be a violation of the constitutional provision which 
guarantees a speedy trial. 

46. A. J. Harbin, removing property under mortgage, etc. Sen- 
tenced before a Justice of the Peace of Monroe county, on the 
2d day of September, 1878, to three (3) months’ confinement 
in the county’ jail. Pardoned 17th October, 1878. 

Recommended by most of the county officers; Hon. B. C. 
Sims, before whom he was tried; Hon. 8. J. Gholson, Hon. R. 
O. Reynolds, ana a number of other leading citizens. ~ Reasons: 
He has a wife, four (4) children, and a niece dependent on his 
labor, for a living. Since his imprisonment all, except his 
wife, have been sick. Humanity demands that Harbin be re- 
leased, that he may provide for his suffering family. 

47,48. Miles Dunn and A. Dearman, refusing to point out cot- 
ton to officer with a writ of attachment. Fined $40, by a Justice 
of the Peace of Clarke county, onthe 21st day of October, 
1878. Discharged from arrest, and fine remitted, November 
27th, 1878. 

Recommended by A. F. McGee, G. S. McGee, J. P. May, the 
Justice who imposed the fine, and many other good citizens of 
Clarke county. Reasons: Dunn and Dearman are poor, but 
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honest and law-abiding citizens. They refused to point out 
the cotton to the officer without an order from the owner to do 
so, under the impression that they were rightin so refusing; 
and when the officer obtained the order and presented it, they 
promptly pointed out the cotton. 

49, Abram Young, manslaughter. Sentenced at the October 
term, 1877, of the Circuit Court of Marshall, county, to two 
(2) years’ confinement in the Penitentiary. Pardoned Decem- 
ber 2d, 1878. | | 

Recommended by Hon. J. W. C. Watson, Judge presiding ; 
J. T. Fant, District Attorney; George B. Myers, and many 
prominent citizens. Reasons: The convict, a colored boy, 
was but eleven years of age when convicted; there are very 
grave doubts as to his guilt; and it is believed the ends of 
justice have been fully met. 

50,51. Jefferson J. Jayne, and John Cason, shooting on the 
streets, etc. Sentenced at the April term, 1878, of the Circuit 
Court of Copiah county, to six (6) months’ confinement in the 
county jail. Pardoned December 7th, 1878. 

Recommended by the jurors who tried the case, by members 
of the Board of ‘Supervisors, the Sheriff of the county, Mayor 
of the town, the Hons. Benj. King, Lem. O. Bridewell, T. E. 
Cooper, and many other leading citizens. Reasons: The offense 
was committed in a sudden ebulition of passion; neither party 
‘was hurt, and they are both now friendly, and peaceable, good 
citizens. They are poor men, whose families are dependent on 
their daily exertions for a support; and it is now believed that 
the majesty of the law has been fully vindicated: « l 

52. Armstead Munger, manslaughter. Sentenced at the Oc- 

‘tober term, 1870, of the Circuit Court of Lowndes county, to 
thirty (30) years’ confinement in the Penitentiary. Pardoned 
December 7th, 1878, 

Recommended by Judge Orr, who tried the case; the Sheriff, 
Circuit and Chancery Clerks, S. C. Munger, former owner of 
the convict, S. M. Meek, L. Brame, and other prominent citi- 
zens of the county. Reasons: The convict, a colored man, 
was advised to plead guilty to the crime of manslaughter; he 
was poor and friendless, and not able to employ counsel; he is 
an infirm cripple, and in failing health, and over sixty years of 
age; the deceased (the party killed,) was a man of bad charac- 
ter; and prisoner’s conduct in the Penitentiary has been good. 
At the time he was sentenced crime was prevalent, and severe: 
punishment thought necessary, and he was sentenced to thirty 
years in the Penitentiary; but now,. the Honorable Judge, who 
passed the sentence, recommends the prisoner’s pardon. 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Whole number pardoned............... ‘Seen ee eee e eens 52 
Pardoned out of Penitentiary ................ 2. 28 
Pardoned out ot County Jails... a...an 0... we eee 18 
Death sentence commuted to imprisonment for life,.. 2 
Fines remitted... 20... eee ce ee eee eee eee 3 
Pardoned before trial......... 2.00... eee eee eee, 1 

52 52 


Respectfully submitted, 
J. M. STONE, Governor. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Jackson, Mıssrssirrr, January 1, 1880. 


REPORT OF PARDONS, ETC, FOR THE YEAR 1879. 


1. Richmond Watkins, grand larceny. Sentenced at the No- 
vember term, 1876, of the Circuit Court of Monroe ccunty, to 
three (3) years confinement in the Penitentiary, Pardoned 
January 4th, 1879. 

Recommended by Hon. J. A. Green, (the Judge presiding,) 
F. C. Daniel, S. G. Watkins, Mrs. S. G. Watkins and a large 
number of farmers and influential citizens of Monroe county. 
Reasons: The convict, Richmond Watkins, was tried as ac- 
cessory, after the fact, and convicted wholly on circumstantial 
evidence, by prejudiced witnesses. His prison conduct has 
been good; he has a wife and helpless family dependent on 
him for a support; has served out two-thirds, or more, of his 
sentence, and it is believed his punishment has been sufficient,, 

2. Julius Roach, carrying concealed weapons. Sentenced on 
the 13th day of July, 1878, before R. D.. Weems, a Justice of 
the Peace in Clarke county, to a $10 00 fine, or two months 
labor in one case, and a $50 00 fine, or six months labor in 
the other case. Pardoned January 4th, 1879. 

Recommended by R. D. Weems, (the Justice of the Peace 
who tried the case,) W. D. Nor throp, the Sherif, the Circuit 
and Chancery Clerks, besides many respectable citizens of 
Clarke county. Reasons: Roach isan ignorant, half-witted 
man, and having been told by a Justice of the Peace that he 
conid car ry weapons when he was in danger, it is believed he 
intended no violation of law. Moreover Clarke county had 
made no arrangement for employing convict labor, and Roach 
is too poor to pay a fine. 

3. Abram Purnell, attempting to shoot Albert Phillips. Sen- 
tenced at the December term, 1877, of the Circuit Court of 
Carroll county, to two (2) years confinement in the Peniten- 
tiary. Pardoned January, 7th, 1879. . - 

Recommended by Dr. C M. Vaiden, who was the only wit-! 
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ness in the case, and who advised the prisoner to plead 
guilty. Reasons: Purnell had always been noted for a uni- 
formly good character, while Phillips, the man he attempted 
to shooś, is a dangerous, aggressive and bad man, and was 
afterwards convicted on a charge of manslaughter, and is now 
in the Penitentiary for seven years. No injury was done to 
him by Purnell, who has served over half his sentence, and, 
it is thought, he has been punished enough. 

4, Jefferson Monroe,bigamy. Sentenced at the November term, 
1877, of the Circuit Court of Yazoo county, to two (2) years 
confinement in the Penitentiary. Pardoned January Tth, 
1879. i 

Recommended by the Hon. S. S. Calhoon, (the Judge,) to 
the extent of remitting twelve or eighteen months of the 
sentence; by W. F. Stubblefield, Wm. Hudson, R. R. Grayson 
and many other citizens of Yazoo county. Reasons: Munroe 
is a colored man of high standing and respectability. Hé has 
already served a longer time than Judge Calhoon suggests. It 
is thought he honestly believed himself divorced from his for- 
mer wife, on the advice of persons in whom he confided, and 
considering the nature of the crime, that he has been punished 
sufficiently. eo 

5, Peter W.Matthews, rape. Sentenced at the September term, 
1877, of the Circuit Court of Coahoma county, to the Peniten- 
tiary for life. Pardoned January 7th, 1879. 

Recommended by Hon. James R. Chalmers, H. R. Reid and 
a large number of influential citizens of Coahoma county. 
Reasons: It is now believed, after the most thorough and 
searching investigation of this case, made only in the interest 
of truth and justice, that Matthews was convicted on the tes- 
timony of perjured witnesses and that he is innocent of the 
charge. If so, his pardon is justified by every consideration. 
His prison conduct has been most excellent. 

6. John Rimmer, arson. Sentenced at the September term, 
1875, of the Circuit Court of Attala county, to ten (10) years 
confinement in the Penitentiary., Pardoned January 7th, 
1879. 

Recommended by C. H. Campbell, (attorney-at-law,) John 
T. Butt, S. R. Rimmer, W. F. Rimmer, James D. Rimmer and 
all the family of the former owner of the convict, including 
many of his oldest neighbors and acquaintances, besides 
mauy other influential citizens- of Attala county. Reasons: 
Rimmer was convicted solely on circumstantial evidence, weak, 
uncertain and unreliable, and pointing as conclusively to one 
of the leading witnesses for the-State as to the prisoner. It 
is believed the witmesses were bitterly prejudiced against Rim- 
mer. He has always borne a good character, and very grave 
doubts are entertained as to his guilt. It is thought his par- 
don now cannot result in any injury to the public. . 

7. Fred Parchman, assault with intent to kill. Sentenced at 
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the May term, 1878, of the Circuit Court of Monroe county, 
to two (2) years confinement in the Penitentiary. Pardoned 
January 28, 1879. | 

Recommended by Hon. J. A. Green, (the Judge presiding, ) 
Messrs, Houston & Reynolds, Capt. Frank Burkitt, Capt. B. 
E. Dale, besides several prominent citizens of Chickasaw 
county. Reasons: The uniform good character of Parchman; 
he was convicted mainly on the testimony of Green Hilliard, 
alias Adam Young, (the man assaulted,) a man of notorious 
bad character, and who, as subsequent events showed, was, at 
‘the time of trial, a fugitive from justive for the murder of his 
wife. His testimony is wholly unreliable, while the evidence 
of another witness clearly exculpates Fred, from any guilt in 
the affair. It is believed he is innocent, and ought to be par- 
doned. 

8. John D, Guice, retailing liquor to minors. Sentenced at 
the March term, 1877, of the Circuit Court of Leake county, to 
pay fines amounting to fifty dollars, and costs of prosecutions 
—(two cases.) Pardoned, and fines remitted, February 34, 
1879. 


Recommended by Hon. G. B. Huddleston, Hon. S. H. Ter- 
ral, the District Attorney, the Sheriff and Chancery and Circuit 
Court Clerks, besides many prominent citizens of Leake 
county. Reasons: The parties to whom the liquor was sold 
were young men engaged in business on their own account, 
and having every appearance of maturity. Guice is a very 
poor man, with a large and dependent family; and having paid 
very large cost bills, it is believed his punishment has been 
sufficient. 

9. Mat. Parkman, grand larceny. Sentenced at the January 
term, 1879, of the Circuit Court of Lincoln county, to six (6) 
mouths’ confinement in the Penitentiary. Pardoned February 
4th, 1879. 

Recommended by J. F. Sessions, W. R. Spencer, H. Cassidy, 
the Jury that tried the case, the Sheriff, the Circuit and Chan- 
cery Clerks, and a large number of respectable citizens of Lin- 
coln county. Reasons: Parkman is a poor colored man, now 
very old and infirm, and a great: sufferer from rheumatism. 
He was charged with stealing a pig, soon after that offense was 
made grand larceny by law. His conviction was on circum. 
stantial evidence oniy. He has always borne a good character, 
and it is very confidently believed the pardon of the poor old 
darkey will not endanger the Republic! 


10. Ab. Jackson, assault and battery with intent to kill and. 


murder. Sentenced at the April term, 1878, of the Circuit Court 
of Wilkinson county, to one (1) year’s confinement in the Pen- 
itentiary. Pardoned February 7th, 1879. 

Recommended by Hon. H. Cassidy, District Attorney, 
Emanual Liberty, the prosecutor, C. P. Neilson, T. V. Noland, 
and a large number of respectable citizens of Wilkinson county. 
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Reasons: No harm was done—no injury resulted from the 
assault. Upto the time of the affair, Ab. Jackson had sus- 
tained the character of a peaceable and good citizen, and his- 
prison conduct has been good. He has served nearly the full 
period of his sentence, and it is believed his punishment has 
been sufficient. 

11. Samuel Johnson, petit larceny. Sentenced the 18th day 
of January, 1879, by C. A. Ray, a Justice of the Peace of Co- 
piah county, to pay a fine of twenty dollars, Pardoned Feb- 
ruary 8th, 1879. 

Recommended by Thomas McGrath, R. R. Applewhite, ©. 
A. Ray, the Justice who tried the case, and many other good 
citizens of Copiah. Reasons: Johnson was convicted solely 
on the testimony of Alexander Brown, a man of notorious bad 
character, and who had been previously convicted of the same 
larceny. Johnson is a young colored boy of very weak mind, 
and, having no counsel, failed to summon witnesses, who, it 
was afterwards ascertained, could have proved his innocence 
of the charge. 

12. John Thomas, grand larceny. Sentenced at the December 
term, 1878, of the Circuit Court of Wilkinson county, to six 
(6) months’ confinement in the Penitentiary. Pardoned Feb- 
ruary 15th, 1879. 

Recommended by Hon. J. B. Chrisman, Hon. H. Cassidy, Jr., 
H. S. Van Eaton, T. V. Noland, and many other citizens of 
Wilkinson county. Reasons: John Thomas is an old colored 
man, a quiet, peaceable citizen, and highly respected in the 
community. It is doubtful whether his offense consisted in 
killing a mischievous pig, while trespassing on his crop, or in 

a larceny. From his old age, and his previous good character, 
it is believed he is entitled to the benefit of the doubt, and 
that his pardon can do no harm. 

13. Charles M. Williams, retailing without license. Sentenced 
at the January special term, 1879, of the Circuit Court of 
Washington county, to pay a fine of twenty-five dollars. Par- 
doned, and fine remitted, January 15th, 1879. 

Recommended by Hon. B. E. Trimble, Judge, W. E. Hunt, 
Sherif, and Hon. Charles W. Clarke, District Attorney. Rea- 
sons: The offense occurred in the town of Greenville during 
the prevalence of the yellow fever epidemic of 1878. Williams 
had deposited the money required for a renewal of his license, . 
but the municipal government of the town was extinguished by 
the death of the Mayor and Aldermen, and it was wholly out of 
his power to obtain the license, but he did so as soon as the 
government was reorganized, 

14. Plummer Russ, grand larceny. Sentenced at the April 
term, 1878, of the Circuit Court of Washington county, to one 
(1) vears’ confinement in the Penitentiary. Pardoned Febru- 
ary loth, 1879. 

Recommended by Hon. B. F. Trimble, Judge, Hon. C. W. 
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Clarke, District Attorney, Hon. W. A. Percy, W. E. Hunt, 
Sheriff, and a large number of citizens of Washington 
county.. Reasons: Buss has heretofore borne a good character. 
He is polite, kind, gentle of disposition, and liked by his neigh- 
bors. His term will expire in May next, and, by obtaining ‘is 
pardon now, he will be able to cultivate a crop this year, "and 
support his wife and five children. 

15. Henry Wright, murder. Sentenced at the February term, 
1879, of the Circuit Court of Hinds county, to the Penitentiary 
for life. Pardoned February 17th, 1879. 

Recommended by Hon. S. S. Calhoon, Judge, Hon. E. P. 
Briscoe, (District Attorney) who tried the case, besides a large 
number of highly respectable citizens of Hinds county. Rea- 
sons: The offense was committêd five or six years ago. The 
old man is now bending under the weight of nearly seventy 
years, and is such a wreck, mentally and physically, from the 

ravages of disease, that, to execute the sentence of the law 
against him would be, in the forcible language of the Honora. 
ble Judge; “such a cruelty as would bea plot upon the benevo- 
lence and civilization of the age—would disgust rather than 
De a warning,’ 

16. William Gray, shooting with intent to kill,’ Sentenced at 
the May term, 1876, of the Circuit Court of Yazoo county, to 
three (3) years’ confinement in the Penitentiary. Pardoned 3d 
day of March, 1879. Reasons: The term of this convict ex— 


‘ pires in a short time, and as his prison conduct has been uni- 
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formly good, and his mother and family were left helpless and 
dependent by the yellow fever epidemic of 1878, he is there- 
fore pardoned. 

17. Edmond Leach, assault and battery. Sentenced at the 
April term, 1878, of the Circuit Court of Copiah county, to 
ninety days’ confinement in the county jail of that county. 

Recommended by Hon. Lem. O. Bridewell, Benj. King, Sr., 
Ben). King, Jr., anda large number of good citizens of Co- 
piah county. Reasons: Leach had been specially deputized an 
officer to arrest a gang of law-breakers and bad men; and while 


they were in his custody, a party of twenty-five or thirty men | 


took them from him, and used some violence. Leach, it is 
said, did what he could to prevent it; but he was afterwards 
indicted and convicted on their testimony alone, which was 
very unreliable and prejudiced, if not false. Nobody was hurt, 
and it is believed Leach’s pardon is fally justified. Heis a 
colored man of exceilent character, and popular among his 
neighbors. Pardoned March 3d, 1879. 

18. R. W. Reed. gaming, Sentenced at the June term, 1878, 
of the Circuit Court of Yalobusha county, 2d district, to pay a 
fine of ees dollars and costs. Pardoned March 13th, 
1879. ; 

Recommended by Hon. J. W. C. Watson, the Judge who 
pronounced the sentence; Hon. A. B. Fly, Chancellor; Chapman 
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& Jackson, Attorneys, and cther influential citizens. Reasons: 
Uniform good behavior; evidences of reformation, and distin- 
guished services rendered the suffering penple of Water Valley 
during the epidemic of 1878, nursing the sick, burying the dead, 
ete., etc. 

19. Dr. M. J. Ferguson, shooting with intent to kill, ete. In- 
dicted in the Circuit Court of Copiah county, but not yet tried. 
Pardoned 13th of March, 1879. 

Recommended by Hon. S S. Calhoon, Judge of the Court; 
and a large number of prominent citizens of Copiah county. 
Reasons: Dr. Ferguson was indicted for shooting at his son- 
in-law, John Cason, who had cruelly whipped his wife, and 
drove her from her home in her night-clothes. Ferguson’s 


parental feelings were outraged beyond control, and he fired at 


Cason on sight, but he was not hurt; and the pardon is recom- 
mended before trial, to prevent an investigation and the dis- 
closure of facts that would résult in the disturbance of do- 
mestic peace and tranquility; and it is belicved such course is 
justified by sound public considerations. 

20. Claib Rembert, malicious mischief. Sentenced at the 
April term, 1878, of the Circuit Court of Copiah county, to pay 
a fine of’seventy-five,dollars and costs. Pardoned March 13th, 
1879, as to the fine of seventy-five dollars. 

Recommended, cordially, by Hon. S. S. Calhoon, the Judge 
presiding; by the members of the Board of Supervisors of Co- 
piah county; W. W. Cook, the Sheriff, Hon. R. N. Miller, and 
others. Reasons: Uniform good {character of the accused, 
and the very great and aggravated provocation under which he 


acted. Itis believed the ends of justice huve been accom- - 


plished, and that his pardon is fully justified. 

21. W. B. Cavanaugh, murder. Sentenced atthe —term, 1877, 
of the Circuit Court of Lowndes cgunty, tò be hanged. The 
death sentence commuted to imprisonment for life in the State 
Penitentiary, on the 13th day of March, 1879. , 

Recommended by W. N. Nash, the District Attorney; thir- 
teen (13) of the grand jury that indicted; nine (9) of the petit 
jury that found the verdict; the five principal witnesses for 
the State; most of the members of the Bar of the district, and 
a large number of the best citizens. Reasons: Unexception— 
able character of the accused as a law abiding citizen; circum- 
stances attending the trial, and prior thereto, seem to mitigate 
the crime, and itis believed that the ends of justice will not 
suffer hy a commutation of the death sentence of William B. 
Cavanaugh to imprisonment for life in the State Penitentiary. 

22. Morty Murphy, selling whisky to a minor. Sentenced at 
the March term, 1879, of the Circuit Court of Tunica county, to 
pay a fine of one hundred dollars and costs. Pardoned 13th of 
March, 1879, as to the fine. 


Recommended by T. J. Woodsen, the father of the boy to 


whom the whisky was sold; Dr. J. M. Phillips, and nearly all 


- 
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the prominent citizens cf Austin, in Tunica county. Reasons: 
Murphy is a peaceable, good citizen, and a hard- working, but 
poor, man, wholly unable to pay a fine; he was only the hired 
agent of another, and was not guilty of any intentional wrong 
and it is thought that the object of the law has been fully ae— 
complished in “his prosecution. 

23. Jas. M. Crawley, shooting with intent to kill. Underbond 
for his appearance before the Circuit Court of Copiah county, 
to answer to the above charge. Pardoned March 24, 1879. 

Recommended by Hon. S. 8. Calhoon, W. C. Wilkinson, J. 
C. Smith, R. P. Willing, R. A. Harrison, and A. J. Sturgis, the 
party shot at. Reasons: The facts in the case show clearly 
that the act was perpetrated while Crawley was under the n= 
fluence of insanity, resulting from religious excitement, and if 
a trial was had, a conviction would be very doubtful. The old 
man is now over‘fifty years of age, and has always been a law 
abiding, peaceable, Sood citizen. 

24, John Cassels, selling liquor to a minor. - Sentenced at the 
— term, 18—, of the Circuit Court of Amite county, to ten (10) 
days’ confinement in the county jail of said county, and to 
pay a fine of twenty dollars and costs. Pardoned as to the 
imprisonment, March 24th, 1879. 

Recommended by the Circuit and. Chancery Clerks of the 
county, H. S. Van Eaton, C. P. Neilson, B. FE. Johns, Geo. F. 
Webb, E. Safford, H. Cassidy, and many more prominent cit- 
izens. Reasons: The young man is`sober, industrious, and in 
good ‘standing. There was no intentional violation of the 
law. The liquor was sold to a minor who was acting as the | 
authorized agent of an adult brother. 

25. Thomas Brown, murder; Sentenced at the January term, 
1879, of the Circuit Court of Warren county, to be hanged. 
Death sentence commuted to imprisonment for life in the State 
Penitentiary on the 3lst day of March, 1879. 

Recommended by Hon. Upton M. Young, the Judge; and 
Hon. R. V. Booth, the District Attorney who tried the case; 
H. Denio, Circuit Clerk, and nearly all the members of the 
Vicksburg Bar. Reasons: The prisoner and the deceased 
were both colored men. The homicide occurred in a mutual 
combat between them, and while deceased was pursuing ac- 
cused and beating him with a stick, The evidence tends 
clearly to reduce the offence to manslaughter, and it is be- 
lieved imprisonment for life in the State Penitentiary is pun— 
.ishment sufficient. Nore.—On the 21st of March, the day 
set for the execution of this convict, a reprieve was granted. 
See page 47, Pardon Book. 

26. Charley Nelson, burglary. Sentenced at the March term, 
1879, of the Circuit Court of Newton county, to five (5) yéars 
confinement in the State Penitentiary. Pardoned April Ist, 
1879. 

Recommended by Hon, A. G. Mayers, the Judge presiding; 
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the Sheriff, Chancery Clerk, Jailor and Assessor of the county, 
besides M. L. Harrel, the Prosecutor, and-many good citizens. 
Reasons: There were three indicted and tried—one was acatit- 
ted and the other two convicted; but facts came to light after 
the adjournment of Court that fully satisfied Judge Mayers 
and many others that Charley Nelson was entirely innocent of 
the charge, and they recommended, and his pardon was grant- 
ed, on that ground. i 

27, W. H. Hartley, assault and battery. Sentenced at the Oc- 
tober term, 1877, of the Circuit Court of Marshall county, to 
two (2) months confinement in the county jail. Pardoned as 
to the imprisonment April Ist, 1579. 

Recommended by J. H. Alexander, G. M. Jeffreys, T W. 
McKee, R. H. Dean, R. P. Bower, Hon. T. C. Catchings, Attor- 
ney General, and others. Reasons: While the accused is, per- 
haps, technically guilty, yet he acted under very great and ag- 
gravated provocation; and circumstances are not wanting to 
show that he acted in self-defense. It is believed that no- 
harm can result to the public from his pardon. 

28. William Love,murder. Sentenced at the March term,1879, 
of the Circuit Court of Tunica county, to be hanged. Death 
sentence commuted to imprisonment for life in the State Peni- 
tentiary, April 12th, 1879. 

Recommended by Hon. Samuel Powell, and Hon. Mark C. 
Brady, the Judge and District Attorney; by eleven of the ju- 
rors who tried the case, besides officers, of the court, lawyers 
and other prominent ¢itizens. Reasons: The jury was com- 
posed of ten colored and two white men, and said to be below 
the average of juries in intelligence. Itis evident that they 
did not understand their powers and duties as jurors, and that 
they never intended to find the defendant guilty of murder. 
To execute the sentence of death on tbe prisoner would be to 
sacrifice a human life to ignorance, and mistake of. law and. 
duty by a jury. < 

29. Mary Felder, petit larceny and assault. Tried before H. P. 
Noland, a Justice of the Peace for Warren county, on the 29th 
of March, and lst of April, 1879, respectively, on charges of 
petit larceny and assault, and fined $1 00 and costs, $10 25, in 
the former, and $2 50 and costs. $8 00, in the latter case, and 
to stand committed until fines and costs were paid. Pardoned 
17th of April, 1879. 

Recommended by A. J. Flanagan, Sheriff of Warren county, 
Reasons: The prisoner is a poor woman, with two small and 
helpless children dependent on her for a support, and she is 
now pregnant and utterly unable to work out the fines and 
costs. 

30. S. Wachenheim and D. Herman, selling liquor to minors. 
Sentenced at the April term, 1879, of the Circuit Court of 
Warren county, to ten (10) days confinement in the county 
jail—fine and costs. Pardoned as to confinement in the coun- 


ty jail April 19th, 1879. | 
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Recommended by Hon. Upton M. Young, the Judge, and 
Hon. R. V. Booth, the District Attorney. Reasons: It is the 
opinion of Judge Young, before whom the trial occurred, that 
the remission of so much of the sentence as imposes confine- 
ment in the county jail, will aid in the suppression of the evil, 
by securing the co-operation of the parties. Also, that that 


part of the sentence is unnecessary and harsh, and at its in- | 


fliction in this case would be injurious. 


31, George Pricl and: Thomas Burke, selling intoxicating liq- 


uors to minors. Pardoned as to confinement i in the county jail 
April 19th, 1879. Same sentence as above. at same court. 

Recommended by the same parties, and for the same rea- 
sons, as in the ease above, of Wachenheim and Herman. 

32. Joseph Podesta, scilling liquor to minors, &c. Same sen- 
tence as above two cases S, and at the same term of court. Par- 
doned same day. Recommended by the same parties and for 
the like reasons as in the two last cases above. 

33. Jeif. Pitman, shooting with intent to kill, Ge, Sentenced 
at the March term, 1879, of the Circuit Court of Madison county, 
to two (2) years confinement in the Penitentiary. Pardoned 
April 24th, 1879. 

Recommended by Hon. S. S. Calhoon, the Judge presiding,F. 
B. Pratt, W. B. Ricks, John Humphreys, N. C. Trowbridge, 
and a lar ge number of citizens of Madison county. Reasons: 
The extreme youth of the prisoner, and his unitorm good char- 
acter as a peaceable, quiet and industrious man. Besides, the 
evidence was uncertain and contradictory, and very grave 
doubts are entertained as to his actual guilt. 

34. J. W. Nance, selling liquor without license. Sentenced at 
the January special tarm, 1879, of the Circuit Court of Boli- 
var county to pay a fi and costs, amounting in the aggregate 
to $53 50. Pardoned 25th April, 1879. 

Recommended by Hon. B. F. Trimble, Judge, and Hon. 
Chas. W. Clarke, the district Attorney, besides officers of the 
Court and citizens of the county. Reasons: This ‘was a joint 
indictment, and one of the partners has been punished by the 
payment of fine and costs. The agreement was that the pros- 
ecution should be dismissed as to the defendant, Nance, and 
the, judgment versus him‘was wrong. 

35. W, P. Shelton, selling liquor without license. Sentenced at 
the January special term, 1879, of the Circuit Court of Boli- 
var county to ‘pay a fine and costs amounting in the aggregate 
to $153. Pardoned 25th April, 1879. 

Recommended by the same parties, and pardoned for the 
same reasons: As in the case above of J. W. Nance, 

36. James Baldwin, bigamy. Sentenced at the March term, 
1879, of the Circuit Court of Holmes county to one (1) year’s 
confinement in the penitentiary. Pardoned May 5, 1879. 
Recommended by the attorneys of the Lexington bar, the offi- 
cers of the Court, the Judge and District Attorney, and many 
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prominent citizens of Holmes county. Reasons: The convict 
James Baldwin is an ignorant colored man, but of good char- 
acter, as honest industrious and law-abiding. He married his 
lirst wife about 1873, and soon abandoned her on account of 
her continued adultery with her own father. About 1877, 
he publicly married another woman, under the honest belief 
that his long separation from, and the crime of his first wife, 
operated as a divorce. It is believed he had no intention to 
violate any law, and that no harm can result from his pardon. 

37. Solomon Sheppard, assault and battery. Convicted before 
L. M. Lowenberg, a Justice of the Peace for Warren county, 
on the dth day of April, 1879, of an assault and battery, and 
sentenced to three months confinement in the county jail of 
said county. Pardoned May 5, 1879. 

Recommended by L. M. Lowenberg, the Justice, and 
George F. Hardy and others. Reasons: Sheppard is an old 
man 75 or 80 years of age, and so enfeebled that he could 
scarcely make an assault on any one. Alice Johnson, upon 
“whom the asssult was made, lived in his house, and kept a 
house of ill-fame. Sheppard wanted her to pay rent and she 
raised a row and beat him, but then swore enough to secure 
his conviction. These facts were developed after the trial. 

38- F.Tonella and S. Spengler, selling liquor to minors. Sen- 
tenced at the April term, 1879, of the Circuit Court of War- 
ren county to imprisonment in the county jail for and to 
pay a fine and costs. 

Recommended by Hon. Upton M. Young, the Jucge before 
whom the trial occurred, Reasons: These men are pardoned 
on grounds of public policy, for reasons stated in the cases of 
Wachenheim and Herman, see Nos, 30, 31 and 382. Pardoned 
May 5, 1879. 

39. Primus Jarman, grand larceny. Sentenced at the April 
term, 1879, of the Circuit Court of Monroe county to one (1) 
years confinement in the penitentiary, Pardoned 16th May, 
1879. 

Recommended by Hon. John M. Allen, District Attorney, H. 
C. Terrell, foreman of the grand jury, E. O. Sykes, Thos, A. 
Sale, and other members of the Aberdeen bar, besides officers 
of Court, and prominent citizens. Reasons: Jarman is a very 
old and infirm colored man, Itis with great difficulty that he 
can procure a bare living, and it is believed extreme poverty ` 
and hunger drove him to the larceny of the hog; besides, he 
has heretofore borne a good character. Humanity demands his 
pardon and it is believed no harm can result from it. 

40. James Fergurson, prowling in mask,or disguise. Sentenced 
at the March term, 1878, of the Circuit Court of Amite county 
to two (2) years confinement in the Penitentiary. Pardoned 
May 28th, 1879. 

Recommended by Hon. J. B. Chrisman, the Judge, and Hon. 
H. Cassidy, the District Attorney, and many prominent citi- 
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zens of Amite county. Reasons: Ferguson is an ignorant 
illiterate man, not evil disposed or vicious by nature, but was 
influenced and led ón by designing bad men, and made their 
tool and victim; the prompt and stern enforcement of the law 
has suppressed the eyil and crime for which he was convicted, 
and it is believed the time has fully.come when he can be pat- 
doned without injury to the public. He is very poor, and has 
a helpless family entirely dependent on his labor for a living. 
41. M. M. Fortenberry, embezzlement. Sentenced atithe May 
term, 1878, of the Circuit Court of Lawrence county to two (2) 
years confinement in the Penitentiary. Pardoned June 2, 1879. 
Recommended by G. S. McMillan, B. Taylor and a large 
uumber of citizens, amounting to three or four hundred, Rea- 
sons: Fortenberry is sixty odd years of age and a constant 
sufferer from chronic disease of the liver. His previous char- 
acter has been without a stain. He has suffered one-half er 
more of his sentence, and it is believed his punishment has 
been sufficient! The Board of Supervisors of Lawrence ` 
‘county, by ax order entered on their minutes, authorized a 
compromise with Fortenberry’s sureties on payment of $1000 
to the county, which has been ‘either all paid or well secured, 
and they also recommend his pardon. . 
42, M. H.Wright,counterfeiting. Sentenced at the April term, 
1877, of the Circuit Court of Copiah couaty, to four (4) years 
confinement in the Penitentiary. Pardoned June 2d, 1879. 
Recommended by Hon. S. 8. Calhoon, (Judge presiding, ) 
W. W. Cook, (Sheriff,) E. W. Brown, -(Circuit Clerk.) J. M. 
Norman, (Chancery Clerk,) A. J. Hodges, (County Treasurer, ; 
and a large number of good citizens. Reasons: Wright is a 
very old man, in feeble health, with a large and helpless family. 
‘The charge was counterfeiting silver half dollars, and it is 
believed he was made the victim of an itinerant tinker, who 
took advantage of him while under the influence of whiskey. 
His previous character was without a styin. He has served 
two years or more, and it is believed his punishment bas been 
sufficient. | 
48. Jacob Jones, larceny. Sentenced/at the April term, 1879, 
of the Circuit Court of Monroe county, to one (1) year’s con- 
finement in the Penitentiary. Pardoned June 2d, 1879. 
Recommended by Hon. J. A. Green, (the Judge,) J. W. 
_ Howard, (Sheriff,) Andrew Wood, (Circuit Clerk,) S. Turner 
Sykes and other prominent citizens. Reasons: The prisoner 
was evidently the victim of malice, and convicted on the testi- 
mony of a perjured witness, who had threatened to put this 
boy and his mother in the Penitentiary if she had to swear a 
lie, or procure some one else to do so. . 
44, John Standford,and various others, retailing without legal 
license. Under indictment at the April term, 1879, of the 
Circuit Court of Monroe county, for the above named offense, 


or supposed to be liable to such indictment. Pardoned June 
3d, 1879. 
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Recommended by Hon. J. A. Green, (Judge,) Hon, Thomas 
B. Sykes, (Mayor of the city of Aberdeen,) and nearly the 
entire population of the city. Reasons: The perfect good 
faith of all the persons criminated, and the entire absence of” 
any intention to do wrong, or to violate the law. The city of 
Aberdeen has claimed and exercised the exclusive right, under 
the city charter, ever since 1837, to grant licenses to retail, and 
to appropriate the money arising from that source. This view 
of the law has been sustained by the entire bar of Aberdeen, 
and has, on several occasions, received the sanction of the 
Court of last resort in this State. But in February, 1879, 
the Supreme Court reversed all former ruling and constructions 
of the, law, and the effect of this last decision was to reack 
back, and render liable to indictment and punishment these 
men who had, as they believed, fully complied with the law, 
by obtaining their licenses from the city government. - 

45. Pemella Downs, fighting and disturbing the peace. Senten- 
ced on the 11th day of June, 1879, by Geore Steele, (a Justice 
of the Peace for Warren county,) to pay a fine of $2 00 and. 
costs, and in default of payment to stand committed to the 
county jail for sixty (60) days. Pardoned June 17th, 1879. 

Recommended by Hon. Upton M. Young, (Judge of the 
Circuit Court,) and Hon. M. My Marshall. Reasons: Pemella 
Downs is a poor, ignorant colored woman, with two small 
children and one infant at the breast, with no one to care for 
them but their mother. She only struck her antagonist with 
her fist, and no serious iujury was done. The judgment of 
the Court was in the alternative and conditional, while the 
mittimus to the Sheriff was absolute and unconditional. 

46 George Williams,Jr., perjury. Sentenced at the November 
term, 1877, of the Circuit Court of Grenada county, to ten 
(10) years confinement in the Penitentiary. Pardoned June 
17th, 1879. 

Recommended by the members of the Grenada bar, P. 
Gause, (Circuit Clerk,) R. N. Hall, (Sheriff,) with a strong en- 
dorsement from. Hon. Samucl Powell, the Judge presiding. 
Reasons: Williams was a mere boy, and it was evident he was. 
under the influence of his father. then on trial for grand lar- 
ceny, induced to commit the crime. Judge Powell wassatis- 
fied of this fact and remarks in his recommendation for a par- 
don, that he would not have sentenced him for a longer period 
than one year, if the law had permitted. He has now served 
about eighteen months. 

47. Napoleon Bonapart, murder. Sentenced at the April term, 
1879, of the Circuit Court of Panola county, to be hanged on 
Friday, the 20th day of June, 1879. Reprieved on the 18th 
day of June, 1879, till Friday, the 18th duy of. July, 1879. 

Recomniehded by Hon. J. F. Simmons, J. C. Kyle,(Attorney,) 
Dr. John Wright, and many more prominent citizensof Panola 
county. Reasons: A conviction in the minds of these gentle- 
men that, with proper time granted, a very strong,case, can and 
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will be presented to justify the exercise of Executive clemency 
in behalf of the condemned man. 

48. John Hoyer, attempt to commit rape. Sentenced by the 
Circuit Court of Pike county, on the 2d day of. January, 1875, 
to tue Penitentiary for life. Pardoned 18th June, 1879. 

Recommended by Hon. J. B. Deason, (District Attorney,) 
who prosecuted, W. M. McNulty, (Sheriff,) Hon. J. M. Causey, 
(Representative,) James C. Lamkin, (Attorney,) and many 
prominent citizens of Pike county.! Reasons: John Hoyer 
was an honest, industrious, good citizen. He unfortunately 
married a woman of low character who had daughters of the 
same sort, and itis believed the old man was the victim of a 
conspiracy among them; that he was prosecuted to get him 
out of their way, and on the testimovy of perjured witnesses 
and illegal and irrelevant proof. He is thought to be innocent 
of the charge. 

49. Joseph Norris, assault and battery. Sentenced on the 9th - 
day of June, 1879, by George P. Steele, Esq., a Justice of the 
Peace for Warren county, to ninety (90) days’ confinement in 
the county jail. Pardoned June 20th, 1879. 

Recommended by William McGee, the employer of the pris- 
oner. Reasons: The Justice of the Péace who tried and sen- 
tenced this man, became so well satisfied from facts developed 
after the trial, that he had dote him a gréss injustice in the 
sentence pronounced; he attempted to modify the sentence to ~ 
a fine of one dollar and costs. As he could not change or 
modify the sentence after the adjournment of his Court, the 
only relief isin the pardoning power of the Executive. i 

50. Joe Briggs, grand larceny. Sentenced at the May term, 
1878, of the Circuit Court of Yazoo county. to two (2) years’ con- 
finement in the Penitentiary. Pardoned J ulv ist, 1879. 

Recommended by Hon. S. S. Calhoon, thé Judge; Hon. R. S. 
Hudson, A. M. Harlow, and other members of the Yazoo Bar, 
besides the Sheriff of the county, and a number of prominent 
citizens. Reasons: The defendant, Joe Briggs, stood high 
among kis neighbors as an honest and good citizen. The 
proof raises a doubt as to his actual guilt; and if he really 
killed th hog, it seems he did so because he had been so much 
annoyed and injured by hogs destroying his crop; and that he 
had no intention of committing a larceny. He has already 
served over half his time. 

51. Henry Miller, murder. Sentenced at the May term, 1879, 
of the Circuit Court of Sunflower county, to be hanged on the . 
llth day of July, 1879. Reprieved on-the 2d day of'July, 
1879, until Friday, the 25th day of July, 1879. l 

Recommended by M. F. Calvin, Attorney; W. R. Spears, At- 
torney, of Vicksburg; J. L. Peacock, and several gther jurors 
who tried the case, and many prominent citizens of Sunflower 
county. Reasons: It is believed the trial was so conducted as 
not to develop the true and real merits of the defense, and 
many of the jurors say that they did not understand that their 
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verdict carried with it the death penalty, and that they did not. 
„intend to find such a verdict. A brief respite is granted, to», 
- give time to present a petition embracing the merits of the case. 

- 59. Messena Harris, murder. Sentenced at the May term, 1878. 

: of the Circuit Court of Jefferson county, to be hanged, This 
sentence was subsequently affirmed by the Supreme ‘Court, and 
„the 25th day of July, 1879, fixed as the day of execution. 

Death sentence commuted to imprisonment for life in the State 
Penitentiary, on the 10th day of July, 1879. 

Recommended by Hon. J. B. Chrisman, the Judge, and Hon.. 
Hiram Cassidy, District Attorney, who tried the case; besides- 
the Sheriff and other officers of the county, with members of 
the Bar, and a large number of prominent citizens, Reasons: 
It was discovered after the trial, that an important witness for 
the State, who swore to a pregnant fact in the case, and whose 
testimony influenced the jury in a great degree, had been. 
bribed; and it is believed his testimony was false. The death 
sentence is, therefore, commuted to imprisonment for life in 
the State Penitentiary. r 

53. Elizabeth Roland, assault, and vulgar language, ete. Sen- 
tenced by Daniel Nicholson, Esq., a Justice of the Peace for 
Hinds county, on the — day of July, 1879, to pay a fine of 
fifty dollars and ensits, and four (4) months confinement in the- 
county jail. Pardoned July 29th, 1879. 

Recommended by W. D. Birdsong, C. M. Adams, Elam G. 
Robertson, B. P. Foster, and a large number of influential and 
-prominent citizens of the vicinity of Terry, where the trial 
occurred. Reasons: Elizabeth Roland is a poor old woman, 
whose family is in part dependent on her daily labor. The 
testimony of the main witness against her is gravely doubdted,. 
and itis thought that the prosecution grew out of a family 
quarrel, and that it is malicious. 

- 54. Lewis C. White, forgery. Sentenced at the July term 
1878, of the Circuit Court of Alcorn county, to two years’ con- 
finement in the Penitentiary. Pardoned August 6th, 1879. 

Recommended by Hon. J. A. Green, the Judge; the Sheriff, 
Chancery Clerk, and Jailor of Alcorn county, W. M. Inge, and 
other good citizens of Alcorn county, including Thomas H. 
Ketchum, a brother in-law of White, and the person on whom 
the forgery was committed, Reasons : The youth, and pre-- 
vious good character of the prisoner; his sincere penitence 
and reformation, and the absence of any criminal intention, 
which induced the learned Judge to say that he would not have 
sentenced him for more than one year had the law fixed that. 
asathinimum. He has now served fully that long. 

55, Jim Harvey, assault and battery, in one case, and abusive 
language in another. Sentenced by L. M. Lowenburg, a Justice 
of the Peace in Warren county, on the — day of August, 1879, 
to two months in the former, and one month in the latter case, 
confinement in the county jail. Pardoned August 28, 1879. 
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Recommended by Lowenberg, the Justice, F. W. Little, the 
Constable, and many prominent citizens of Warren county. 
Reasons: Jim Harvey isa very old and infirm man; too poor 
to pay costs, and-is at hard labor on a railroad. The officers 
have remitted their costs, and many good citizens of. Warren 
county concur in the opinion that his pardon can do no harm. 

56. Jacob Roberts, manslaughter. Sentenced at the October 
term, 1876, of the Circuit Court of Scott county, fo four years’ 
confinement in the Penitentiary. Pardoned Augnst 28, 1879. 

Recoinmended by Hon. A. G. Mayers, the Judie who tried, 
and Hon. Thomas H. Woads, the District Attorn y who pros- 
ecuted the case. Reasons: The prisoner was indicted for 
murder, and convicted of manslaughter. He is very old and 
infirm, harmless and inoffensive, and the Hon. Judge and Dis- 
trict Attorney concur in the belief that he has already been 
sufficiently punished. 

57. David S. Leonard, malicious shooting. Sentenced at the ` 
September term, 1872, of the Circuit Court of Pike county, to 
five (5) years confinement in the Penitentiary. Pardoned on 
condition of his payment of all costs, rewards, and expenses, 
September 2d, 1879. 

Recommended by a large number of leading citizens of Ash- 
ley county, Arkansas. Reasons: His sentence was excessive, 
his conduct in prison was good; and his escape was more the 
fault of the sub-Lessee, who had charge of him, than his own. 
He has reformed, is a quiet, orderly citizen, and has married 
since his escape. He served three (3) years and ten months 
in the Penitentiary, and the term of his sentence expired Sep- 
tember 25th, 1877. 

58. Gabe’ Hawkins, burglary. Sentenced at the May term, 
1878, of the Circuit Court of Yazoo county,to two (2) years con- 
finement in the Penitentiary. Pardoned September 2d, 1879. 

Recommended by Hon. S. S. Calaoon, Presiding Judge; A. 
W. Roach, W. S. Epperson, C. J. Burruss, G. Andrews, R. S. 
Holt, R. G. Hudson, Robert Bowman and A. M. Harlow. 
Reasons: He only stole one bushel of meal from a gin house, 
and it is doubtfal whether he was guilty of a greater crime 
than petit larceny. He has served fourteen months, which 
punishment is believed to be sufficient for the offense. 

59. Jesse Kollins and Toney Farver, assault and battery. 
Sentenced at the July term, 1879, of the Circuit Court of Lin- 
coln county, to pay a fine, each, of $25 CO, and to three (3) 
months confinement in the county jail. Pardoned September 
8th, 1879. 

Recommended by Hon. J. B. Chrisman, Presiding Judge; 
Thos, J. McGrath. A. C. McNair, and a large number of other 
good citizens of Lincoln county. Reasons: Itis believed that 
the secret clubs and system of bull-dozing in Lincoln county 
has been effectually broken up by the prompt enforcement of 
the Jaw; that these men are penitent, and that payment of 
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their fines and costs, with the imprisonment already inflicted, 
will be punishment sufficient for their crime. , 

60. Frank Johnson, grand larceny. Sentenced at the Jalv 
term, 1879, of the Circuit Court of Hinds county (First Dis- 
trict), to one (1) year’s confinement in the Penitentiary. Par- 
doned September 12th, 1879. 

Recommended by Hon. S. S5. Calhoon, Judge Presiding; 
Hon. John McGill, Mayor of the City of Jackson; John W. 
Patton, Justice of the Peace: John W. Robinson, and other 
promineut citizens, and members of the Jackson Bar. Rea- 
sons: The evidence wholly failed to support the verdict. There 
was very strong proof of an alibi, and the evidence fixing the 
value of the gun charged to have been stolen at $10 00 was 
manifestly false—it was not worth more than $3 00 or $4 00. 
It is believed that Frank Johnson is innocent of the charge, 
and that he bought and paid for the gun in good faith. 

6l. Jas. E. Turbiville, forgery. Sentenced at the November 
term, 1878, of the Circuit Court of Yazoo county, to four (4) 
years’ confinement in the Penitentiary. Pardoned September 
24th, 1879. : 

Recommended by Hon. 8.8. Calhoon, presiding Judge; Hons. 
W. D. Gibbs, J. C. Prewett, and J. H. Holt, Mayor of Yazoo 
City; H. L. Taylor, Sheriff; Garnett Andrews, N. H. Luse, 
Robert Rowman, A. H. Harlow, the bondsmen of Turbiville, 
the convict, and many other leading citizens of Yazoo City 
and county.” Reasons: Turbiville is not a bad man. He is 
kindly and genial in his feelings, without firmness of charac— 
ter to resist the evil influence of bad and designing men, who 
led him on to crime. He has a helpless family, aud it is the 
general wish of the community that he be restored to them to 
provide for their support. It is the opinion of the upright 
Judge, and many of the best citizens of Yazoo City and coun- ° 
ty, that his punishment has been sufficient, and that his pardon 
can do no harm. 

62. F.W. Volking, Mayor, extortion in office. Sentenced at 
the September term, 1879, of the Circuit Court of Clarke coun- 
ty, to , besides removal from his office. Pardoned Sep- 
tember 24, 1879, 

Recommended by Hon. T. S. Ford, the District Attorney 
who prosecuted. Reasons: Pardoned as to the removal from 
oftice, September 24. F.W. Volking, the convict, was Mayor 
of the city of Enterprise, and was convicted of extortion in 
office. He is a German, and‘it is believed he committed the 
crime entirely through ignorance of the law. The evidence 
wholly failed to disclose any moral turpitude. It is said that 
he is a ¢ood officer. and that the people of Enterprise desire 
that he shall remain in office. 

63. James Middleton, Steven Middleton and John Halford, as- 
sault and battery. Sentenced at the September term, 1879, of 
the Circuit Court of Franklin county, to a fine of $25 00 each, 
and costs, and three (3) months’ confinement, cach, in.the 


57 


county jail. Commuted to a fine of $10 00 each and costs, nid 
to ten (10) days’ confinement, each, in the county jail, Octo- 
ber 4th, 1879. 

Recommended by Judge Chrisman, who pronounced the sen- 
tence, and a large number of prominent citizens of Franklin 
county. Reasons: These men are poor, with families depend- 
ent on their daily labor, and their crops, now ready to be gath- 
ered, will be ruined if they remain in prison.’ The offense was 
committed some two years ago, and there has been a complete 
reformation, not only in these convicts, but in public sentiment 
in that county, so that “bull-dozing” is entirely suppressed ; 
and the Honorable Judge, alike with many good citizens, thinks 
no harm can result from their pardon. 

64. Thomas H. Lynum, Jailor of Lafayette coiir indicted 
for escape of a prisoner from the jail, at the May term, 1879, of 
the Circuit Court-of Lafayette county. Pardoned October 
31st, 1879. i 

Recomended by Hon. J. W. C. Watson, Judge, and Hon. 

James T, Fant, District Attorney, Hon. R. A. Hill, the mem- 
bers of the Grand Jury that found the true-bill, and other . 
prominent citizens. Reasons: The. high standing of the ac- — 
cused, and his uniform good character as a faithful and efficient 
officer. The “escape” was purely accidental, and without sus- 
picion of corruption on the part of the jailor.. It is believed 
` that all the ends of the law have been accomplished by his in-' 
dictment, and that no harm can result from his pardon. 
. 65. Geo, W. Hawkins, assault with intent to kill, Convicted 
at the October term, 1879, of the Circuit Court of Washington 
county, of an assault with intent to kill, and not sentenced, ` as 
yet, by the court. Pardoned November 15tb, 1879. 

Recommended by Hon. B. F. Trimble, J udge, and Hon. C. 
W. Clarke, the District Attorney who tried the case, Hon. W. A. 
Percy, W. G. Yerger, W. R. Trigg, Frank Valliant, nine of the 
Jurors who found the verdict, and a very large number of 
prominent citizens of the county. Reasons: The accused has 
uniformly borne a good character as a quiet, peaceable citizen. 
Facts admitted on ‘the trial left some room for doubt as to who 
made the first attempt to draw and fire. The prisoner has al- 
ready been confined in the county jail for two years, and the 
Jury recommended him to the mercy of the court on the ground 
that his punishment had been sufficient. 

66. James Bartee, manslaughter. Sentenced at the October 
term, 1874, of the Circuit Court of Lowndes county, to fifteen 
(15) years’ confinement in the Penitentiary, Pardoned No- 
vembef 18th, 1879. 

Recommended by Hon. J. A. Orr, the Judge who passed ar 
sentence, H. B. Whitfield, E. E. Loch, W. “E. Gibbs, W. C 
Bishop, Chancery Clerk, besides many other prominent citizens 
of Lowndes county. Reasons: Uniform good character of Bartee, 
both as a slave and a freedman, and most excellent prison deport- 
ment. He was tried at a time when lawlessness and murder 
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were rife in the county, and Judge Orr says, in recommending 
his pardon, but for this fact he would not have sentenced him 
to more than five years, which time he has now served. He 
also states that the prompt punishment of criminals by the’ 
courts has greatly checked violence, and restored respect for 
human life. It is thought his pardon can do no barm. 

67. Jerry Smith, assault and battery. Sentenced at the July 
term, 1879, of the Circuit Court of Lincoln county, to pay a 
fine of twenty-five dollars and costs. Pardoned November 
19th, 1879. 

Recommended by Hon. H. Cassidy, District Attorney, A. O. 
Cox, Sheriff, J. Warren, Circuit Clerk, and J. M Buckley, 
Chancery Clerk, A. C. McNair and R. H. Thompson, besides 
a large number of prominent citizens of Lincoln county. Rea- 
sons: Jerry Smith is a colored man of unusually good charac- 
ter. His wife and another colored woman were engaged in a 
fisticuff, when Jerry interfered for his wife and struck the other 
woman with his fist, inflicting very slight injury. “He was in 
jail five (5) months before the trial, and has, altogether, been 
confined eight months. The costs in the case amount to 
$135 65, and it will require Jerry thirteen and a half months 
to work out his fine and costs under the Act of 1878. His pun- 
ishment any longer would amount to cruelty. 

68. Riley White, grand larceny. Sentenced at the May term, 
1878, of the Circuit Court of Yazoo county, to three (3) years’ 
confinement in the State Penitentiary. Pardoned November 
26th, 1879." i 

Recommended by Hon. S. S. Calhoon, Judge presiding, J. 
E. Everett, E. Downing, Fountain Barksdale, N. Garrison, the 
injured party, and many other citizens of Yazoo county. Rea- 
sons: White was convicted of the larceny of a yearling, and 
sentenced to three years in the Penitentiary. He was a tenant 
on the lands of one N. Garrison, and the yearling said to have 
been stolen, with other stock, had greatly annoyed White by 
trespassing on his crop. Judge Calhoon remarks: “ He was 
sentenced at a time when severe penalties were required by the 
prevalence of this crime; that he has already served one year 
and a half, and that now he wonld not sentence him for a 
longer term than that.” ; > 

69. Lewis Pickens, grand larceny. Sentenced at the April 
term, 1878, of the Circuit Court of Washington county, to five 
years’ confinement inthe Penitentiary. Pardoned November 
26th, 1879. 

Recommended by the Judge and District Attorney who tried 
the case, W. R. Trigg, Alex. Yerger, W. E. Hunt, Sheriff, and 
other officers and citizens. Reasons: Judge Trimble, in re- 
commending the pardon of this man, says: “He was convicted 
mainly on the testimony of an accomplice, and since the trial 
I have heard facts which make me seriously doubt the guilt of 
Pickens.” He has now been confined since May, 1878, and it 
is believed his punishment has been sufficient. i 
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70. G.W.Wilson,and Jas. M. Benscn, retailing without license. 
Sentenced at the November term, 1879, of the Circuit Court 
of Lawrence county, to pay a fine of twenty dollars each, and 
ten days’ confinement each, in the county jail of Lawrence coun- 
ty. Pardoned as to the confinement in jail, December 1st, 1879. 

Recommended by Hon. A. G. Mayers, Circuit Judge, and . 
Hon. J. L. McCaskill, the District Attorney pro tem; W. H. 
Butler, Sheriff; A. H. Longino, Clerk; C. R. Beal, Treasurer; 
and other prominent citizens of Lawrence county. Reasons: 
Wilson and Benson did not intend to violate the law, or to do 
wrong. They had paid the money required for obtaining li- 
cense to retail; but through ignorance on their part, and also 
on the part of the Board- of Supervisors, they had failed to 
execute the bond required by the statute; which they did exe- 
cute so soon as informed of the duty to do so. 

71. Joel O. Stevens, keeping public landing without license. 
Sentenced at the November term, 1879, of the Circuit Court of 
Sharkey county, to pay a fine of forty dollars. Fine remitted 
December 2d, 1879. i 

Recommended by Hon. B. F. Trimble, Circuit Judge, and 
Charles W. Clarke, District Attorney; W. D. Brown, A. D. 
Aldridge, D. C. Casey, and other prominent citizens. Reasons: 
The offense was entirely the result of oversight and thought- 
lessifess, and without any intention to violate or evade the law. 

72. Jesse Mitchell, keeping a disorderly house. Sentenced 
on the — day of , 1879, by the Mayor of Columbus, to pay a 
fine of fifty dollars, and to three months’ confinement in the 
county jail. Pardoned December 20, 1879. 3 

Recommended by Hon, C. E. Dancey, Mayor of the city of 
Columbus, who tried the case, and by William Baldwin, Esq. 
Reasons: The Mayor imposed the sentence under a misappre— 
hension of. the iaw, and joins in the request for pardon, on the 
| ground that the pnnishment was excessive. 


RECAPITULATION. 

Whole number pardoned............ E A EET 72 
Penitentiary.. 2cscce.esdaess NET AE E AET T! 32 
Fines remitted.................2... 222. Bois hissed et 11 
County jall: secccesenstiariGeusg eee asad aoe 17 
Before tralas vei etae got kens titanate PEETA 4 
Death sentence commuted to imprisonment for lif? ia 

the Penitentiary................. ates ear eases tae 4 
Reprieves...... tc A oad teak Wie pines E na gz 3 
Removal from oiice............ EE TE 1 
After trial, and before sentence.................... 1 

13 73 


Note.—Thomas Brown, No. 25, in this report, was first 
granted a reprieve, which is included in the above number of re. 
prieves granted; which makes the final number 73, instead of 72- 


60 


REPORT OF THE DISPOSITION OF THE EXECUTIVE CONTINGENT 


1878. 


FUND, FOR THE YEAR 1878. 


Jan’ y 15. Voucher No. 1,W. H. H. Green, Post- 


Feb’y 


March 30. 


April 


May 


15. 
22. 
31. 


1. 
30. 
30, 


master,box rent at Postoffice............ $. 


Voucher No. 2, W. H. H. Green, Post- 
master, postage for Executive Office... 
Voucher No. 3, W. H. H. Green, Post- 
master, 200 one cent wrappers........ 
Voucher No. 4, P. J. Roach, night-watch 
at Capitol for January......cccccsscseeees 
Voucher No. 5, Frank Taylor, Messen- 
ger at Capitol for January....... ......06 
Voucher No. 6, W. U. Tel. Co., messages 
sent and received in Januar Vor vewndienye 
. Voucher No. 7, E. Murrell. work on 
stove in Executive Officé.. 
. Voucher No. 8, W. H. H. Green, Post- 
master, postage for Executive office. . 
. Voucher No. 9, P. J. Roach, night-watch 
at Capitol for February.. 
. Voucher No. 10, Frank Taylor, Messen- 
ger at Capitol for February............ 
Voucher No. 11, Frank Taylor, Messen- 
ger at Capitol for DIATE ossroosririsiss 
Voucher No. 12, P. J. Roach, night-watch 
at Capitol for March ..cc.ceecsccsscoeseee. 
Voucher No. 13, P. J. Roach, night- 
watch at Capitol for April......... eee 
Voucher No. 14, Frank Taylor, Messen- 
ger at Capitol for April. ......s ceeds eceue 


. Voncher No. 15, Henry Kelly, hauling 


guns to depot for “ Old Guard’’...... .. 


. Voucher 16, W. U. Telegraph Co., mes- 


sages to May 4th, 1878..... ccssescseee. 


- Voucher 17, Henry Kelly, hauling guns 


and ammunition to depot, fOr “Warren 
Volunteers” cas aaascsteswcedes!vatetaeidecusies 


. Voucher No. 18, Henry Clay, hauling 


guns from depot; shipped by General 
Pe eo hb USukaorasiaaewssae coenksesGeswavecuets 


- Voucher No. 19, Frank Taylor, Messen- 


ger at Capitol for May .....cccscse essence 


. Voucher No. 20, A. M. West, W. H. 


Whitaker and John P. Seabrook, E. 
D. Frost, expert; Commissioners to as- 
certain cost of construction of M. & 0O. 
R. R., including amount paid E. D. 
Frost, as an expert EVENEENS 


2 50 
10 00 
2 00 

30 00 
10 00 
8 75 

3 50 

5 00 

30 00 
io 00 
10 00 
30 00 
30 00 
10 00 
50 

4 00 


- 1,000 00° 


Dec. 2. 


3. 
5. 
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. Voucher No. 21, P. J. Roach, night-watch 


at Capitol for MAay....ececeeseenes ceseeees 


- Voucher No. 22, W. U. Telegraph Co., 


~ messages sent and received in May.. 


. Voucher No. 23, Frank Taylor, Messen- 


ger at Capitol for JUNE... eesse. 


. Voucher No. 24, Ned. Patton, hauling 


ammunition to depot for “Old Guards,” 
Vicksburg, ...ccsccscscscsceecnee soceveveneees 


. Voucher No. 25, P. J. Réach, night- 


watch at Capitol for Jume.........ceceees 


. Voucher No. 26, W. U. Telegraph Co., 


messages sent and received to July Ist. 


. Voucher No. 27, Henry Clay, hauling 


guns and ammunition to depot for 
“Volunteer Southrons”............c0000e. 


. Voucher No. 28, J. S. Hamilton & Co., 


Lessees, etc., amount paid by them for 

capture of Henry Davenport, escaped 
convict, assumed by the State. Re- 
ward book, LBL... cece ece esos eeeeee seerore> 


. + Voucher No. 29, Frank Taylor, Messen- 


ger at Capitol ‘for J uly... 
. Voucher No. 30, P. J. Roach, night- 
watch at Capitol for July....ccscceeesseeee 


. Voucher No. 31, W. U. Telegraph Co., 


messages sent and received for July... 
Voucher No. 32, Frank Taylor, Messen- 
gar at Capitol for August........seee. 


. Voucher No. 33, P. J. Roach, night- 


watch at Capitol for August............ 


. Voucher No. 34, W. U. Telegraph Co., 


messages sent and received in Septem- 
ber, at Iuka. See receipts on file...... 


. Voucher No. 35, Frank Taylor, messen- 


ger at Capitol from September ist, to 
September 24, at $10 00 per month.. 
Voucher 36, Johnson Sproule, night- 
watch at Capitol from, November 4th, 
to 23d, inclusive, at $50 per month; 
and from November.24th to 30th, at 
$30. Total, $40 20. For 3 nights ‘due 
Roach, paid to Sproule on the widow’s 
order, BB....cccecsceccncececencsenees soceesens 
Voucher No. 37, Albert M. Wilson, work 
on stove in Executive office............. 
Voucher No. 38, Capital State Bank, 
amount paid Telegraph Company for 
Executive messages sent and received 
during the month of August..........5. 


8 00 


43 20 ` 
2 00 


12 00 


10. 


10. 


27. 


al. 
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. Voucher No. 39, W. U. Telegraph Co., 


messages sent and received from Sep- 
tember 1st, to November 15th, 1878.. 


. Voucher No. 40, C. F. Hemingway, 


amount paid by him to P. J. Roach, 
for hi^ services as night-watch at the 
Capitol for September and October, at 
$30 GO: rensie tiare aaan ienis ies 


. Voucher No. 41, E. Watkins, for 3 pad- 


locks, at 50c, and 3 chains at 50c...... 
Voucher No. 42, Hugh Dougherty, 
amount paid on the reward for the 
arrest of E. M. Newman. See Re- 
ward Book. page 126,and Dougherty’s 
receipt on file -........ wesservia gees oo atecess 
Voucher No. 43, J. M. Brumfieid, 
amount paid on reward for the arrest 
of M. M. Phillips. See Reward Book, 
page 126, and Southern Express Com- 
pany’s receipts, in DOOK.....-.ceccceeeeee 
Voucher No. 44, Jo. Burrell, hauling 
guns and ammunition to railroad for 
“Wilkinson “Guards: ...eessssssesee. osre 
Voucher No. 45, Johnson Sproule, night- 
watch at Capitol for December......... 


30 00 


Totaled.. EEST ET eee $ 1,732 87 


REPORT OF THE DISPOSITION OF THE EXECUTIVE CONTINGENT 


1879. 
Jan’ary 8. 


14. 
16. 


16. 
30, 


Feb’ary 1. 


a ry 30. 


Feb’ary 7. 


17. 


FUND, FOR THE YEAR 1879. 


Voucher No. 1, W. U. Teiegraph Co., of- 
cial messages sent and received......... 
Voucher No. 2, W. H. H. Green, Post- 
master, box rent for lst quarter...... 
Voucher No. 3, Albert M. Wilson, work 
on stove in Executive office......... 
Voucher No. 4, George Fraser, makin» 
key and repairing lock...: pesee iae 
Voucher No. 5, L. H. Willeford, Jr., re- 
ward for the arrest of escaped convict, 
Andrew Young... 
Voucher No. 6, Johnston Sproule, night- 
watch at Capitol for January. 
Voucher No. 7, J. J. Smith, reward for 
arrest of fugitive, Andrew Ivey, and 
delivery to Sheriff. . . 
Voucher No. 8, W. U. ‘Telegraph Co., of- 
ficial messages sent and received....... 
Voucher No. 9, J. W. Edens, reward for 


a 


p bo Da] 
qn or (0) 
© lee) © 


March 1. 
3 

7 

19 

April 1 
1 

. March 24. 
May 2. 


Oo 


July 1. 


2 
\ 


August 2. 
2. 
14, 


28. 
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arrest and delivery to Sheriff of Union 
county of John Warren...........cese-eee 
Voucher No. 10, Johnston Spronle, night- 
watch at Capitol for February....... 


. Voucher No. 11, W. U. Telegraph Co., 


official messages sent and recejyed.. . 


. Voucher No. 12, Chicago, St. L. and N. 


O. Railroad, Freight and drayage on 
two boxes from Washington City, 
books, etc.. 


. Voucher No. 13. ‘Albert Wilson, ‘cleaning 


out stove in Executive office 


. Voucher No. 14, Johnston Sproule, night- 


watch for March........... EN 


. Voucher No. 15, W. U. Telegraph Co., 


official messages sent and received in 
t NERC hes Stee cert shri ie ahd te: Sa bain 
Voucher No. 16, J. E. Blount, reward 
for arresting George Berry, an escaped 
~ convict . 
Voucher No. 17, “Johnston Sproule, night- 
watch for April. .:2..452.6.0.6 


. Voucher No. 18, W. U. Telegraph Co., 


official messages in April.......... 


. Voucher No. 19, Henry Houston, haul- 


‘ing 5 boxes guns, and 3 boxes amuni- 
tion, to V. and M. Railroad... 


; Voucher No. 20, Henry Houston, Raul: 


ing the above back Sduae hoger dew EAA 


; Voucher No. 21, Charles’ Rollins, haul- 


ing 3 boxes guns and 1 box ammuni- 
tion to depot, to be shipped to Sheriff 
Hunt.. 


a ser eee eneeeneesae nes 


. Voucher No. 22, W. U. Telegraph Co., 


official messages sent and received in 
Mar Sot Bos cima eene Us oe ange A Kae 


. Voucher No. 23, Johnston Sproule, night- 


watch, for May. 
Voucher No. 24, Johnston Sproule, night- 
watch, for June.. A 


. Voucher No. 25, w. U. Telegraph Co., z 


messages sent and received in June. 
Voucher. No. 26, TOASA Proe night- 
ratch, for July. ee 
Vo cher, No. 27, W. U. Telegraph Co., 
messages sent and received in July... 
Voucher No. 28, J. W. Martin, Jr., re- 
ward for arrest of Dan Cotton, convict- 
ed of murder in Lincoln county......... 
Voucher No. 29, Jack Brown, hauling 3 


10 00 
30 00 
30 00 

215° 
30 00 


6 85 


200 00 
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boxes of guns, and 2 of ammunition,. 


to depot, for Water Valler.......... 
Sept’r 3. Voucher No. 30, W. U. Telegraph Co., 
messages sent and received during Au- 
SUSU site eae tient Ae eee ae Seeds 
4. Voucher No. 31, Chicago, St. L. and N. 
O. Railroad, freight on arms, ctc., to 
i Water Valley.. Y 
5. Voucher No. 32 , Johnston Sproule, night- 
~ watch, for August. 
27, Voucher No. 33, Jack Brown, hauling 
guns, etc., to depot, for Port Gibson 
Light Artillery Lately pah Fensters Desirs 
October 1. Voucher No. 34. W. U. Telegraph Co., 
messages sent and received in Sept.. 
2, Voucher No. 35, Johnston porous: night- 
watch, for September. . 
14. Voucher No. 36, Brown Boy d, “hauling 
guns, etc., to depot for 7 Walthall 
Greys remaneat E Olea NEEN 
18 Voucher No. 3%, Chicago, St. L. and N. 
O. Railroad, freight oa case containing 
POLLS Gye ne we eel eee aos 
20. Voucher No. 38, Cc. H. Cole, Sheriff of 
Wayne county, amount of reward for 
Frank Walton, one of the murderers 
of Sullivan. 
23, Voucher No. 39. J. C. “Johnson, ‘reward 
for Aleck Wilson, an escaped convict. 
Novr 1. Voucher No. 40, W. U. Telegraph Co., 
official messages sent and received in 
Orla citi uo 5 dae doginduiunas Renae 
7. Voucher No. 41, Johnston Sproule, night- 


watch at Capitol, for October........ 


13. Voucher No. 42, Chicago, St. L, and N. 
O. Railroad, freight and drayage on 2 
boxes of guns from Grenada......... 

Decr 2. Voucher No. 43, Johnston Sproule, night- 
wath, at the Capitol, for November.. 

. Vouchér No. 44, W. U. Telegraph Co.. 5 
official messages sent and received in 
INGVEM DOT aciera Goud Ao rato oe ee 

31. Voucher No. 45, Johnston Sproule, night- 

watch at Capitol, for December........ ; 


to 


30 00 


30 00 


30 00 


Total........... OIEA enti a: $1,305 02 


` 
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STATEMENT OF THE “FUND,” FOR THE YEARS 1878 anp 1879. 


“To amount on hand January Ist, 1878.............. $ 226 70 
To amount drawn from the Treasury............. 4,000 0@ ~ 
Total... isas... aeann aana. .. $4,226 70 | 
` CONTRA. 
By amount paid out during the year ` 


1878, including $1000 paid to Com- 
mission to ascertain cost of the con- 
struction of M. and O. Railroad.... $1,732 $7 
Amount paid out for the year 1879... 1,805 02— 3,037 89 


Balance on hand January Ist, 1880........... $1,188 81 


